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WELCOME MESSAGE

On behalf of the organizing committee for the ALLT 2018, it is my great pleasure
to welcome you to the Inaugural Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching
International Conference and Exhibition, here in Dubai, UAE. We are indeed proud to
have the privilege of hosting this major event for language professionals, researchers
and students, together with Zayed University, here in Dubai.

Dubai is fast becoming the leading city for international events from around the
world, while the conference venue, the Zayed University Convention & Exhibition
Centre, is a purpose-built venue renowned for its operational and service excellence.

In this conference, we have the pleasure to welcome delegates from 30 countries
around the world making this event truly international. The theme of the conference,
Language Teaching and Learning in a Globalized World, has encouraged a large
number of colleagues to submit over 500 proposals for papers, posters and
workshops. Of these a total of 405 oral papers, posters, and workshops were carefully
selected by means of an elaborate review process that involved 23 international
reviewers. Presentations have been carefully organised in strands in the program
in a way that we hope you will find is focused and helpful for you in following your
interests. We would like to especially welcome our 460 presenters of whom many
travelled long distances to join us here in Dubai. We would also like to express our
sincere gratitude to our plenary speakers, the featured speakers and the specialists
who will be conducting the Professional Development Courses. They have gracefully
accepted to come to Dubai and help set the foundation for an extremely stimulating
and intellectually rewarding academic program.

It almost goes without saying that it is impossible to organize such a major academic
event without the help and support of a team of staff, academic institutions, sponsors
and exhibitors. Special thanks are also due to the University College and Zayed
University for their support with the event logistics. We are deeply grateful to the
commitment of the ALLT2018 organizing team, and the multitude of benefactors
who once again have shown that applied linguistics and language teaching are
academic disciplines that encompasses areas of study and research that are integral
to everyday and professional life and particularly relevant in today’s globalized world.

Finally, we would like to thank you all for attending. We have done our best to provide
a stimulating and wide-ranging program where participants have an opportunity
to discuss their work and their interests. Keep in mind that conferences are also
important for the more personal contacts and interactions that we make with our
colleagues, and the community of scholars that that helps us to create. A special
thank you to the group of student volunteers without whose help this congress
would not have been possible.

| wish you an enjoyable, fulfilling and stimulating conference over the course of the
next three days.

Dr. Wafa Zoghbor

Assistant Dean for Research and Outreach,
University College

Zayed University

www.allt-uae.org
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Dear ALLT 2018 Participants

It is my honor and pleasure to welcome you to the 2018 Applied Linguistics and
Language Teaching International Conference and Exhibition.

ALLT 2018 is the premier academic event for language teaching professionals. The
Conference aims to enhance the professional and knowledge levels of the applied
linguists and language teachers through exchanging knowledge and experiences. In
“Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching” we are focusing not just on English
language use but on use of language and language teaching and learning in general,
including the Arabic language.

| would like to thank all the presenters who took time out of their busy schedules
to be with us and share their professional experiences and research findings with
us. | also appreciate the very effective contribution of our valuable sponsors and
exhibitors. Special thanks are due to the conference organizers at Zayed University
(ZU) lead by the University College, the Higher Colleges of Technology (HCT), and
all concerned offices and staff who in one way or another assisted in making this
conference possible.

| wish you an enjoyable and stimulating conference.

Prof. Reyadh AlMehaideb
Vice President
Zayed University

www.allt-uae.org
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Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the first International Conference on Applied Linguistics and Language
Teaching held at Zayed University. As Dean of University College where Zayed
University students receive their General Education baccalaureate instruction in
building their English writing skills, | am excited about the opportunity in bringing
expert language researchers and practitioners together to discuss how best to teach
and help students learn language skills. It is the hoped that by working together,
academics and practitioners can develop innovative methods in reaching students
and redesigning the language classroom. With strong speaking, reading, and writing
skills required of all students, the better we are at understanding how best students
learn, the more engaged and successful they will be in accessing the world.

The conference is a valuable resource for all teachers. No matter what discipline we
teach within University College, we constantly tell our faculty that we are all language
teachers. We need to be able to help students access the written material we expect
of them in our courses and to engage with the material in a critical and informed
way. To do this effectively, we must meet students where they are at linguistically
and scaffold their skills developmentally. All courses within the College are reviewed
by language experts to ensure readings and assessments are pitched at the right
levels; when discrepancies are found, we quickly address these to maximize student
success.

In addition to having qualified teachers who care about their students and put in
time and effort to support their language needs, University College offers additional
support in writing and reading in the Al Waha Academic Support Zone where
faculty tutor students individually on specific writing and reading comprehension
goals. Workshops also are offered on topics relevant to students such as academic
integrity, time management, the writing process, and taking apart texts to name just
a few titles. Zayed University also has student peer tutoring where student leaders
who have done well in courses tutor those who seek out additional out-of-class
assistance.

| am privileged to be part of the conference and hope that the experience is one that
enriches you professionally and personally. | hope the information gain from the
conference is meaningful to you and taken back to help your students and that your
professional contacts gained can further our collective efforts in enhancing language
teaching globally.

Best wishes for a successful conference,

Dr. Belkeis Altareb
Dean, University College
Zayed University

www.allt-uae.org
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING MATERIALS
FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
www.americanenglish.state.gov

The American English website, designed for English learners and their
teachers worldwide, is a fantastic resource on English language,
American culture, and teacher development. Highlights include the
super-fun Trace Effects Interactive 3D English learning program
(available in DVD format for teachers and students) and the highly
regarded English Teaching Forum, a quarterly journal for and by
classroom teachers of English as a foreign or second language.

The U.S Embassy in Abu Dhabi and the Consulate General in Dubai have
a wide range of educational and cultural programs, including English
language teaching and learning programs. We are also pleased to
promote educational opportunities at key events and fairs throughout the
UAE, as well as to offer other educational and cultural programs.

Follow along with our programming on our social media or our website

U.S. Embassy in Abu Dhabi LR . @ , m ae.usembassy.gov
ﬂ U.S. Consulate General Dubai £V USAInUAE l 'USAIHUAE -
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ZAYED UNIVERSITY

Zayed University is a national and regional leader in educational innovation.

Founded in 1998 and proudly

bearing the name of the Founder of the Nation — the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, this flagship
institution has met the President’s high expectations. Today, Zayed University has two modern campuses in
Dubai and Abu Dhabi that welcome both national and international students.

How to Get to
Zayed University
Convention Center

Situated at Dubai Academic
City, Zayed University
Convention Center is only
20 minutes from Dubai
International  Airport and
Dubai Festival City. Dubai
International Financial Centre
is only 15 minutes and the
offices of SZR 20 minutes.
Additionally being just off
the new Dubai Bypass Road,
Sharjah is only 20 minutes and
Al Ain 60 minutes.

https://www.google.com/
maps/dir//25.1021392,55.38
64873/@25.102387,55.3872
49,18z?hl=en-US

www.allt-uae.org
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PLENARY SPEAKERS

Center for Educational Innovation
Zayed University, Dubai, UAE

Christina.gitsaki@zu.ac.ae

Language Education: Making Change
Happen

Thursday, March 8 — from 11:00am to 12:00pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

The field of Education in general and language education
in particular has long been criticized for being too slow in
adopting much needed changes commensurate with the
sweeping social changes brought on by globalization in
the information age. This session will first discuss change
in Education from a number of different perspectives
highlighting factors that in the past have inhibited long
and short-term change in the field. Following that, the
session will address key points relevant to Language
Education in the Gulf, will explore the role of research
and technology in improving human learning potential,
and provide a set of concrete recommendations and
guidelines for major stakeholders, such as educators,
educational leaders and policy makers, in an effort to
successfully plan and implement small and large-scale
projects that can bring about change in the field.

Bio

Dr. Christina Gitsaki is a Professor and Research
Coordinator at the Center for Educational
Innovation, Zayed University, UAE. During her 20-
year career in higher education she has contributed
to the field in a number of different capacities such
as English language teacher, applied linguistics
lecturer, pre-service teacher educator, in-service
teacher trainer, editor, and researcher. At the CEl,
Dr. Gitsaki oversees the Mobile Learning Research
Fund, the SoTL Certication Course, the development
of resources for research and she provides advice
and mentorship to faculty who are interested in
engaging in research on teaching and learning.

Ohio University
USA

kessler@ohio.edu

Preparing teachers for the future: Social
media and intelligent tools in a globalized
world

Friday March 9 - from 01:30pm to 02:30pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

The emergence of social media and the participatory
culturethatitpromoteshasbecomeubiquitousthroughout
society. There are also numerous automated linguistic
tools that provide feedback in varied and meaningful
ways. Along with other trends such as crowdsourcing,
data aggregation and the use of geo-location
technologies, these developments create interesting
and wholly unique opportunities for language teaching
and learning. In many ways these emerging technologies
and the social practices they support are changing the
ways we communicate across society. The presenter
suggests that these changes have been so dramatic (and
are likely to be even more so in the future) that they
warrant significant alterations to the way that we think
about, create and utilize learning materials, activities and
spaces. As language education professionals, we should
be conscious of these developments and reflect on how
they inform future authentic, engaging global language
learning experiences.

Bio

Greg Kessleris the director of the Language Resource
Center and associate professor of computer-assisted
language learning (CALL) in the Department of
Linguistics at Ohio University. He is also an affiliated
faculty member in instructional technology in the
Patton College of Education, also at Ohio University.
His research addresses instructional technology,
teacher preparation, language teaching, language
learning, and associated human behavior. He was
an author of the TESOL Technology Standards and
has served as the chair of the TESOL CALL Interest
Section. He has also been president of Ohio TESOL
and the Computer Assisted Language Instruction
Consortium (CALICO). He has published widely and
been a featured speaker around the world.

www.allt-uae.org




PLENARY SPEAKERS

University of Graz
Austria

sas_mercer@yahoo.com

Engaging Globalized Language
Learners in the here and now of Their
Classrooms

Friday March 9 - from 05:00pm to 06:00pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

In a world of distractions, it is becoming increasingly
difficult to get learners to focus and concentrate on
classroom tasks and life. Yet, what every teacher wants
is to have learners who are cognitively, affectively and
behaviourally engaged in their language learning in
class. In this talk, | explore the concept of language
learner engagement and consider why this is so
important for us to understand as contemporary
language educators. | discuss a range of practical
strategies we can use to gain and retain our learners’
attention and commitment to their language learning
in the here and now. In addition, | reflect on the
foundations on which all engagement strategies rest,
namely, the sense of identity and belonging that the
student forms to their language learning contexts and
communities, in particular in relational terms.

Bio

Sarah Mercer is Professor of Foreign Language
Teaching at the University of Graz, Austria, where
she is Head of ELT methodology and Deputy Head
of the Centre for Teaching and Learning in Arts
and Humanities. Her research interests include all
aspects of the psychology surrounding the foreign
language learning experience. She is the author, co-
author and co-editor of several books in this area
including, ‘Towards an Understanding of Language
Learner Self-Concept’, ‘Psychology for Language
Learning’, ‘Multiple Perspectives on the Self’ in SLA,
‘New Directions in Language Learning Psychology’,
‘Positive Psychology in SLA, ‘Exploring Psychology
for Language Teachers’ (Winner of the IH Ben
Warren Prize), and ‘Language Teacher Psychology’

www.allt-uae.org

University of Hungary
Hungary

margit.szesztay@gmail.com

Discussion, Debate, Dialogue in the ELT
Classroom

Saturday, March 10 — From 09:00am to 10:00am
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

As a language teacher, | have always wanted my students
to communicate in English - beyond the ability to buy
a ticket, order a meal, or refuse an invitation politely.
A deeper dimension of talk involves exploring ideas
creatively, appreciating a richness of perspectives, and
at times questioning your own beliefs and assumptions.
Engaging in discussion and dialogue is definitely a life
skill which requires language skills, as well as personal
qualities such as open-mindedness and the ability
to listen attentively. This plenary will explore what
language teachers can do to help prepare learners of
English for meaningful discussion, debate and dialogue
outside the classroom.

Bio

Margit Szesztay had been involved in teacher
education for the past 25 years. Her professional
interests include: learning through discussion,
creativity in English Language Teaching, the teacher
as facilitator, and building professional communities.
Currently she is working at the Department of
English Language Pedagogy at ELTE University in
Budpest. She regularly runs international training
courses for beginner teachers, as well as for
experienced professionals. She has designed and
run courses on communicative language teaching,
cooperative learning, learner autonomy, and trainer
training. She has an MA in Teacher Training and a
PhD in Education. She is currently the President of
IATEFL.




PLENARY SPEAKERS

University of Southern Maine
USA

ptdrapeau@aol.com

Creativity: A Universal Language for
Global Classrooms

Thursday March 8 - from 02:30pm - 03:30pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

A global call to action resonates worldwide as educators
look for ways to promote creativity and innovation with
all learners. For ESL students to be well prepared for
success in this age of creativity and globalization, they
must acquire the tools and resources for 21st century
ways of advanced thinking and learning. Today’s
classroom must be designed not to “fill up” students
with existing knowledge, but rather to increase their
ability to learn independently and to produce new
knowledge. This requires students to engage in forward
thinking ignited by their curiosity, imagination and
their ability to envision. This session addresses the
following topics:

+ Creativity rationale

+ Creativity & the standards

+ Creativity research

+ Creativity and ESL learners
 Creativity and practical applications

The presenter translates neuroscience findings into
a pedagogical framework that articulates a step-by-
step “how to” shift instructional practice to one that
encourages creativity.

Bio

Patti Drapeau is an educational consultant,
internationally known presenter and author. Patti is
a presenter in the United States and abroad where
she presents keynote and break out conference
sessions as well as short and long-term workshops.
Her presentation topics include: creativity,
differentiation, personalized learning, engagement
strategies, student empowerment and meeting the
needs of special populations. Patti is on the part
time faculty at the University of Southern Maine
where she teaches courses in gifted education. She
is also a consultant for the Maine Department of
Education. Patti is the author of Sparking Student
Creativity Practical Ways to Promote Innovative
Thinking and Problem Solving (ASCD, 2014), Great
Teaching with Graphic Organizers 2nd edition
revised and updated (Hawker Brownlow, 2010),
Differentiating with Graphic Organizers Tools to
Foster Critical and Creative Thinking (Corwin Press,
2008), Differentiated Instruction: Making It Work
(Scholastic, 2004) and Great Teaching with Graphic
Organizers (Scholastic, 1998). She authored a
variety of articles for the Maine Exchange, Teaching
Matters, and Understanding our Gifted. Patti has
over twenty-five years of classroom experience
teaching students and coordinating programs in
Freeport, Maine. She coached Odyssey of the Mind,
Future Problem Solving, Explorer Vision, and math
teams. Patti received the New England Region Gifted
and Talented award for outstanding contributions
in gifted education and the Maine Educators of the
Gifted and Talented award for exemplary service.

www.allt-uae.org



PLENARY SPEAKERS

s Texas A&M University
| USA

mjoshi@tamu.edu

Solving Literacy Problems: A Global Issue

Thursday, March 8 - from 05:30pm — 06:30pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

In 2015, UNESCO, highlighted the importance of literacy
to eradicate poverty, reduce child mortality, and ensure
peace, and reported that there are approximately one
billion people classified as being illiterate — defined
loosely as unable to read, write, or sign their names.
llliteracy has serious consequences for the individual,
society, and the nation. For example, in the United States,
the National Institute of Health (NIH) has indicated that
more than 50% of adolescents with criminal problems,
people with history of substance abuse, and people living
on welfare have reading problems. In addition, 85% of
the inmates in the juvenile court system are functionally
illiterate and more than 70% prison inmates cannot
read above the 4th grade level. These correlations,
while not indicating causality, are nonetheless alarming,
and highlight the urgent need to improve literacy skills
in contexts where there is a widespread illiteracy.
Fortunately, the National Reading Panel has outlined
systematic and explicit instruction to improve reading
skills but unfortunately, classroom teachers are not
provided with this information. In this presentation,
| plan to provide current research findings on how the
literacy situation can be improved globally.

www.allt-uae.org

Bio

R. Malatesha (Malt) Joshi, Ph.D., is a Professor
of Reading/Language Arts Education, ESL and
Educational Psychology at Texas A&M University,
where he teaches and conducts research in
literacy development and literacy problems among
monolingualsandbilingualsindifferentorthographies.
Dr. Joshi is the Editor of Reading and Writing:
An Interdisciplinary Journal and the monograph
series titled Literacy Studies: Perspectives from
Cognitive Neurosciences, Linguistics, Psychology
and Education. From 1980-2002, Joshi directed six
highly successful NATO Advanced Study Institutes
which helped to bring various fields together to
study literacy. He has published numerous books and
scientific papers and has received several awards,
such as Erasmus Mundus Visiting Scholar, Germany,
and visiting research scholar from Beijing Normal
University, China, Goethe Universitat, Germany, and
National Cheng Chung University, Taiwan. He has
received several grants and also has served on the
review panels for Institute of Educational Sciences
as well as the National Institute for Child Health
and Human Development. At the present time, he
serves as CO-PI of two grants: COST Action grant to
establish European Literacy Network (about 1 million
Euros) and an IES grant to study use of technology
in improving comprehension in grades 4 & 5 (3.5
million US dollars). Dr. Joshi has published about
20 books and 120 chapters and papers and has been
involved in about 400 professional presentations.
Recently, Dr. Joshi was selected as the 2017 Fellow
of the American Educational Research Association
(AERA) that exemplifies the highest standards
of research excellence through accomplishment,
professionalism, and commitment.

Dr. Joshi, in addition to editing the an high-
impact journal, Reading and Writing, has published
numerous studies relating to spelling and writing not
only among monolingual English speaking children
but also on children who are learning English as
a second language from different first language

background such as Chinese, Korean, and Arabic.




PLENARY SPEAKERS

Hellenic Open University
Greece

sifakisnicos@gmail.com

Toward Global English Critical Literacy:
What, Why and How

Friday March 9 — from 09:00am to 10:00am
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

In this presentation | put forward a framework for
integrating research in the fields of ELF (English as
a Lingua Franca), EIL (English as an international
language) and WE (World Englishes) in English language
teaching (ELT). | propose a set of criteria for pedagogy,
and also, by extension, for teacher education, materials
development and evaluation, policy design and planning,
assessment and testing. The main concept here is “Global
English Critical Literacy” (GECL), which orientates a
set of principles that refer to the knowledge, attitudes
and skillset of ELT stakeholders and ELT products with
regard to issues and concerns raised in the ELF, EIL and
WE research literatures, and the extent to which they
have relevance for local ELT contexts. | make the case
that GECL does not characterise a unique instructional
approach to teaching and learning, but integrates the
learner- and learning- centred “ESP approach” put
forward by ESP (English for specific purposes) scholars
in the 1980s and widely accepted subsequently in ELT.
Furthermore, GECL is viewed as a continuum that depicts
the gradual transformation of stakeholders’ attitudes, to
the extent that local contexts, and stakeholders’ needs
and wants allow

Bio

Nicos C. Sifakis is a tenured associate professor in the
School of Humanities of the Hellenic Open University
(HOU) in Greece. He holds a B.A. (first class honours)
in Computational Linguistics and a Ph.D. in language
and linguistics from the University of Essex, UK.
He is director of the Master’s in Education (M.Ed.)
in TESOL programme of the HOU and has been
involved in it since its inception in 1998, also being
involved in the production of educational materials
as a distance education methodology advisor, and
is the author and co-author of the study guides for
the language skills and English for specific purposes
(ESP) modules used in that programme. He is founder
and editor-in-chief of Research Papers in Language
Teaching and Learning (http://rpltl.eap.gr/). He
has published more than 70 research papers, which
appear in various international refereed journals
(among others, TESOL Quarterly, ELT Journal, ESP
Journal, International Journal of Applied Linguistics,
Language and Education, System), edited collections
and conference proceedings. He acts as a regular
external referee for Applied Linguistics, TESOL
Quarterly, ESP Journal, International Journal of
Applied Linguistics, System, Open Education and
Adult Education. His research interests include
intercultural communication and pedagogy, teaching
and researching English as an international lingua
franca, language teaching methodology, distance
education, adult education and teacher education.
His book The English Language and Globalisation:
Facets of present-day reality in Greece, Europe
and the rest of the world. (Athens: Herodotus) was
published in February 2012.

www.allt-uae.org




PLENARY SPEAKERS

Makerere University
Uganda

robinahkyeyune@yahoo.com

Making Lifelong Learning a Reality in the
English Classroom

Saturday, March 10 — from 01:30pm to 02:30pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

In many of our classrooms teachers tell learners that
English is for use in real-life situations. However, they
often teach with little demonstration of this claimed
value, introducing and explaining language content
without context and being evidently much more mindful
of the content and format of examinations than of the
language needs that learners will have to cope with in
the personal, social and academic lives after school.
Thus shortchanged, school leavers are found declared
incompetent when required to perform functions such as
inquiring, inviting, requesting, complaining, regretting
an action, agreeing or disagreeing, persuading and
others. And the result has been society’s mistrust of the
school curriculum and its delivery. Using the scenario
of a youth mentorship programme as an example, this
presentation illustrates the value that teachers of
English can add to learning experiences by bringing the
real world of the youth into the classroom. It shows how
teachers can engage learners in language practice with
those who use it outside the classroom for the learning
purposes often described to them in the classroom.

www.allt-uae.org

Bio

Robinah Kyeyune trained at Makerere University,
Kampala, Uganda, as a secondary teacher of English
language and literature in English, going on to practice
in a peri-urban girls-only boarding school, which
she herself had attended as a student, and a large
metropolitan co-sex boarding school. She describes
her teaching experience as the understanding of
varied learner interests and abilities that are directly
linked to what parents, teachers, and political leaders
tell learners, often indirectly, about the value of
language in education and in life after school. Her
teaching and research passion is in what learners
and teachers do with language, and what language
education policies do to learners, their teachers,
and entire societies. She has written on English as a
language of instruction in secondary school and on
the bilingual instruction policies. From a background
of training secondary language teachers at Makerere
University, she is the senior education technical
advisor at the USAID/Uganda School Health and
Reading Program implemented by RTI International
with Uganda’s Ministry of Education and Sports. The
program aims to improve the reading abilities of early
grade learners and the health seeking behaviors of
youth. Dr. Kyeyune holds a bachelor of arts degree
with a concurrent diploma in education, and a
master of education (teaching English language and
literature) both fromMakerere University; a master
of education (TESOL) from University of Leeds, UK,
and a doctorate (managing change in education) from
University of Kent, UK.



FEATURED SPEAKERS

American University of Sharjah
UAE

Cindy.gunn@aus.ac.ae

Reflecting on our changing roles as
language teachers in a globalized world

Friday, March 9 - from 02:30pm to 03:30pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

Reflecting on our teaching is a powerful tool to help us
grow as language teachers as well as help our students
succeed. In addition to giving an overview of reflective
teaching, this presentation will focus on the impact
new technology and globalization has had on our roles
as language teachers. The presenter believes that
reflecting on what is working in our classes and what is
not can better prepare us to meet these new challenges
and will offer practical tips to become a reflective
practitioner.

Bio

Dr. Cindy Gunn is the Director of the Faculty
Development Center and Professor of TESOL in
the Department of English at American University
of Sharjah (AUS). Her main research interests are
effective technology use in education, reflective
teaching and learning and materials development.
She is the author and editor of three books on
classroom research and has published more than 30
peer reviewed journal articles and book chapters.
She has presented her research both internationally
and locally in the UAE at conferences with a focus
on Educational Technology, TESOL, Classroom
Research and Educational Leadership.

Zayed University
UAE

David.Palfreyman@zu.ac.ae

Biliteracy and education: double the
learning?

Friday, March 9 from 11:30am to 12:00pm
F-GF-034 | F Wing

Biliteracy has been defined as “the use of two or more
languages in or around written text” (Hornberger,
1990). Biliteracy is ubiquitous in the modern world,
but its place in society and in education varies
greatly. Biliteracy may be viewed as providing greater
educational opportunities; it may also be viewed as
putting an unnecessary extra load on learners and
teachers, and as a barrier to learning. In this session
I will review research on biliteracy in various contexts,
considering examples and evidence of what biliteracy
involves and how it can be accommodated or promoted
at various levels of education in the interest of ‘learning
to write’ and ‘writing to learn’.

Bio

Dr. David M. Palfreyman is an Associate Professor
in the Department of English and Writing Studies
at Zayed University, Dubai. He holds a PhD in
Language Studies and is an active researcher
in language, learning and teaching. As well as
publishing work in international journals, he is the
editor of three books: Learner Autonomy Across
Cultures (with Richard C. Smith), Learning and
Teaching Across Cultures in Higher Education (with
Dawn L. McBride) and Academic Biliteracies (with
Christa van der Walt). He also teaches, supervises
research and assesses work in postgraduate study
and educational development.

www.allt-uae.org




FEATURED SPEAKERS

Sharjah Women’s Campus
Higher Colleges of Technology
UAE

mrobby@hct.ac.ae
Formative evaluation practices to
promote program development,

innovation, and effectiveness.

Friday, March 9 - from 03:30 to 04:30pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

The workshop will enlighten participants about
the value in using formative evaluation methods in
education, health sciences, and public and private
organizations for promoting development, innovation,
and effectiveness of programs, interventions, processes,
products, and systems. A helpful overview will be
provided about important UAE policies, strategies,
and priority areas of focus identified and evolving for
applied research and strategic and creative thinking to
promote innovation. The workshop will also enhance
basic understanding about formative and summative
evaluations, logic models, and research designs to
answer normative, descriptive, and causal questions.
It will highlight key international standards and best
practices for performing formative evaluations

Bio

Matthew A. Robby is an academic scholar with
expertise in organizational leadership, applied research
and program evaluation (process/impact studies),
SPSS-statistics, surveys, assessments, and data-
driven planning to enhance the development, quality,
efficiency, and effectiveness of systems, programs,
and interventions in education, health sciences,
public agencies, and the community. Dr. Robby has 20
years of experience as a program evaluator and two
decades in education in leadership / management
positions as follows: Research Associate (1997-2000)
at California State University; District Evaluator
for Riverside County Public Schools (2000-2010);
Chair of Applied Research and Quality Improvement,
Office of the Provost, Higher Colleges of Technology;
UNESCO Chair of Applied research for the Sharjah
Higher Colleges of Technology and Education Zone
(2013-2015); and Program Chair of the Daman
Institute of Health Economics for the HCT (2015-
2107). He is currently Co-Chair of the HCT Applied
Research Ethics Panel, Vice Chair of the Sharjah
Applied Research Committee, and Assistant Professor
in the Health Sciences Department in Sharjah-HCT.
Dr. Robby is a member of the American Evaluation
Association, Canadian Evaluation Society, and
International Development Evaluation Association.

www.allt-uae.org

Aristotle University
Greece

thalexiou@enl.auth.gr

Devising CLIL materials: The recipe of
success

Saturday, March 10 - from 11:30am to 12:30pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

In this talk we will present the benefits of CLIL along
with a description of the main characteristics of CLIL.
We will provide an overview of the importance of
designing and developing appropriate materials in this
approach. Then, we will thoroughly discuss the principles
that govern CLIL materials, the main criteria we need to
consider while creating these materials and we will argue
the rationale behind the design of CLIL activities.

At the end, we will suggest particular activities that
integrate content and language skills and we will propose
assessment methods appropriate for the CLIL context.

Bio

Dr Thomai Alexiou is an Assistant Professor at the
Department of Theoretical and Applied Linguistics,
School of English, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
Greece. Her expertise is on early foreign language
learning, methodology of teaching languages and
material development for very young learners. She
has been invited to give teacher training seminars and
she has published several papers throughout Europe
(books, journals and conference proceedings). She
has also authored and edited textbooks for children
learning English as a foreign language. One of these
books, Magic Book 2 has been shortlisted for the
MacMillan Education Award for New Talent in Writing
(ELTons 2014).



Higher Colleges of Technology
UAE

Higher Colleges of Technology
UAE

David.Palfreyman@zu.ac.ae Maria.Brown@hct.ac.ae

Action Research is Teachers’ Theorisation of their Practice

Saturday, March 10 - from 03:00pm to 04:00pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

For teachers, action research arises from and is embedded in their everyday interactions with their students. It represents
their structured, considered investigation of issues they identify in their everyday experience. It is a ‘participatory and
inquisitive enquiry (that) enables practitioners to get as close as possible to their action. (Cresswell, 2013). Mc Niff
(2013) defines it even more appropriately as a ‘living practice’ of subjective experiences that teachers want to make sense
of. It is a case where ‘the knowing body comes before the body of knowledge’ (James, 1978). Do the issues teachers
identify depend on their cumulative experience? The presenters have considered this and share their results. Turning
attention to the tools, a number of paradigms of action research models exist, ranging from PIE to ART (Chevalier and
Buckles, 2013). A selection will be introduced to frame the question: Given the variety, what makes teachers opt for
the paradigm they do? Three presenters - a novice teacher and two more experienced colleagues - preferred different
models and will share their reasons. What was their research question and what did they find? Concluding, the lessons
this session highlights are that action research promotes inquisitiveness as an integral part of action and thus empowers
both the researched and the researcher.

Bio

Dr. Lavinia Tamarua is an Assistant Professor
in Education at Dubai Women’s, HCT, UAE. Her
qualifications include a BA in Education and
Psychology, an MA in Education, and a PhD in
Education, specialising in Child Development from The
University of Auckland, NZ. Her teaching experience
both in New Zealand and internationally has been
in mainstream university, college and Indigenous
educational settings. Her research interest areas
are Early Childhood Education, action research,
transitions, and processes of teaching and learning.
She has presented extensively at both national and
international conferences on a variety of themes in
Early Childhood Education.

Bio

Languages have always fascinated Maria. In fact,
she started as a French teacher. She later became
interested in child language acquisition and
bilingualism at the interface between language and
thinking. She is also interested in Ethnolinguistics.
Nowadays, she is a lecturer in the Education
Department, Dubai Women’s and specialises in
language acquisition, child development theories,
language teaching methods and assessment. More
recently, she has become interested in Content Area
Literacy and how questioning promotes Higher Order
Thinking even in primary learners. Maria has a BA
Hons and a M.Ed. She enjoys presenting at regional
and international conferences both in the UAE and
abroad.

www.allt-uae.org



FEATURED SPEAKERS

Higher Colleges of Technology
UAE

gpathare@hct.ac.ae

Bit by Bit: Digitizing English language and
skills

Saturday, March 10 - from 02:30 to 03:00pm
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

Despite steady progress in our understanding of the
English language and how to teach it, significant
numbers of learners of English in the region still struggle
to achieve their full linguistic potential. Many have to
attend college pre-sessional programs, even after years
of studying English at schools located in English-rich
environments. How can this be? Fossilized grammatical
inaccuracy, uncertain literacy skills, and low confidence
and motivation are some of the obstacles that some
learners may be contending with. In this session, the
presenter will argue that all of these factors can be
addressed by prioritizing a single teaching strategy;
lowering the cognitive load on learners. To achieve this,
language learning can be ‘digitized’; that is, deconstructed
into smaller, sequential ‘bits’. Activities planned in this
way allow learners to master each stage ‘bit by bit’
When teachers ensure that demands on cognition are
manageable, learners focus more fully and become
increasingly active and positive as they observe their
own systematic progress. In contrast, when cognitive
demands are too great, most learners simply ‘switch off’.
Original materials and activities will be demonstrated
to show how such digitization can be usefully applied
in this or any other context, in a confidence-boosting,
time-efficient way.

Bio

Gary Pathare (M.Ed. TESOL, Newcastle), a Foundations
English teacher at Dubai Men’s College since 2001,
is an experienced teacher trainer (CELTA and Trinity)
and national and international presenter. He is author
and co-author of many course books and materials,
including Headway Academic Skills and Headway
Plus writing components, (Oxford University Press),
Milestones (OUP), Unlock Basic Literacy (Cambridge
University Press), and Skillful (MacMillan), as well as
in-house sets of materials for the Higher Colleges of
Technology. Gary also has many years of experience
as an IELTS , CEPA and EmSAT marker and exam ltem
writer for CEPA and the British Council.

www.allt-uae.org




SPECIAL SESSIONS

An Arts Integrated Curriculum in Action: Options in Engaged Learning
Thursday 8 March, 2018 — from 12:00pm to 12:30pm - Auditorium | Convention Center

Calliope Puppets
karen@karenkonnerth.com

Abstract:

When the arts are utilized to teach across the curriculum, imagination and creativity are nurtured, learners in various
styles are accommodated, and children are highly engaged in active learning. Karen Konnerth, international arts
integration specialist and puppeteer, shares classroom developed projects, themes, and ideas to inspire primary level
teachers to bring creative writing, visual art, and puppetry into the classroom for memorable student learning.

Fulbright in the UAE: An Overview of Fulbright Teaching Assistantships to the U.S. and

Graduate/Post-Graduate Study Opportunities
Thursday 8 March, 2018 — from 12:30pm to 13:00pm - Auditorium | Convention Center

U.S. Embassy, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Abu Dhabi Center: educationusaAD@state.gov

Abstract:

The Fulbright Program is the flagship international educational exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government
and is designed to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and the people of other
countries. The Fulbright Program offers grants to qualified Emirati graduate students to study at the graduate level
in the United States. Emirati scholars may apply to conduct post-doctoral research at U.S. institutions and are eligible
for Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence Grants. The Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant Program (FLTA) is
designed to develop Americans’ knowledge of foreign cultures and languages by supporting teaching assistantships in
Arabic at hundreds of U.S. institutions of higher education. The program offers educators from over 50 countries the
opportunity to develop their professional skills and gain first-hand knowledge of the U.S., its culture and its people.
This session will discuss the opportunities available with the Fulbright program in depth and address any questions or
concerns those interested may have.

EducationUSA Advising Centers in the UAE: Advice/Guidance for Students Interested

in Pursuing Higher Education in the USA
Thursday 8 March, 2018 — from 01:00pm to 13:30pm - Auditorium | Convention Center

U.S. Embassy, Abu Dhabi, UAE
Abu Dhabi Center: educationusaAD@state.gov

Abstract:

The number of international students at US colleges and universities is almost one million. The U.S. is keen on
hosting these students to enhance the global aspect/feature of U.S. colleges and students. Thus the Department of
State, through 400 EducationUSA Advising Centers at U.S. embassies worldwide, aim to provide a free, objective, and
timely information to students interested in studying in the U.S. The advisers at these centers provide information
on accreditation, selection of the right school, the application process as well as the steps to successful admissions.
Services to international students include one-on-one advising, group sessions and workshops, pre-departure
orientations, in addition to hosting US colleges visiting in the country through numerous education fairs. The advisers
conduct specialized information sessions, bulletins, livestream webinars, as well as continuous updates on local events
and visits to students and professionals on E-lists. The centers also serve a network of college and career guidance
counselors through providing professional development opportunities

www.allt-uae.org




SPECIAL SESSIONS

Panel: Language Education in the UAE: Curriculum Reforms and Innovation Supported

by Research
Thursday, 8 March, 15:30-17:00pm - Auditorium | Convention Center

Center for Educational Innovation, Zayed University
Abu Dhabi Center: educationusaAD@state.gov

Panelist: English Curriculum Lead Specialist, UAE Ministry of Education
ADEC, UAE

Head of Research Development Unit, Ministry of Education
Abstract:
TAs a response to the sweeping social changes brought on by globalization, educational institutions, across all
educational sectors, are expected to implement reforms commensurate with 21st century educational needs and re-
invent educational programs and curricula that are innovative. In the UAE, language education has always been the
subject of educational reforms as the country aspires to become a knowledge economy built on bilingual citizens with
a strong national identity ready to contribute in the multicultural and plurilingual context of the UAE. This panel of
experts will first discuss the most recent changes in language education in public schools in the UAE with a special focus
on English and Arabic language programs. Following that, the panelists will address the role of research in effecting
long term reform and innovation in language education and, finally, each member of the panel will provide a set of
concrete recommendations and guidelines for major stakeholders on how to support the successful implementation of
reform efforts in the UAE and other Gulf countries facing similar issues.

Puppetry: An Engaging Tool for Language Learners
Friday March 9, form 02:30pm to 04:30pm - F-GF-034 | F Wing

Calliope Puppets
karen@karenkonnerth.com

Abstract:

Through hands on, collaborative projects, participants will seek out elements of “story” across the curriculum to
bring to life with very simple, yet engaging, puppets made of every day materials. The workshop emphasis is on the
opportunity to experience the implementation of the sequential process from introduction, through collaborative
writing, puppet making, peer performance, critique and learning assessment. The workshop leads participants through
a complete process from writing to performance using shadow puppetry, and includes demonstration and hands-on
experience with other options in puppetry techniques. The workshop includes a power point presentation on a brief
history of the art form as well as showcasing various curriculum-centered projects the artist has implemented.
TARGET AUDIENCE: Language teachers of grades one through six (approx. ages 6 — 12)

Objectives:

Teachers will know that the art form of puppetry must incorporate expression through story, visual art, and drama.
Teachers will be able to create or adapt a puppetry centered project for student learning. Teachers will appreciate that
puppetry is an accessible and multifaceted art form which can engage students in more fully connecting to text.

Teacher Knowledge of Language Constructs in Teaching Reading
Friday, 9 March 2018, 10:30 — 11:30 am - Auditorium | Convention Center

Texas A&M University, USA
mjoshi@tamu.edu

Abstract:

Various studies have shown that systematic and explicit instruction of literacy skills based on English language
constructs can help in becoming literate. However, studies also have shown that many teachers may lack the knowledge
of these constructs. In this presentation, | shall show some of our research findings related to teacher knowledge in
the ESL context and suggest how the situation can be rectified.

www.allt-uae.org




SPECIAL SESSIONS

They Can’t Teach Critical Thinking Lacking the Skill Themselves
Friday, 9 March 2018, 11:30-12:30 am - Auditorium | Convention Center

Makerere University, Uganda
robinahkyeyune@yahoo.com

Abstract:

Current efforts by teachers of English to emulate good practice are seen partly in their citation of development
of much needed skills including critical thinking, analysis and evaluation, which are abundant in both primary and
secondary teachers’ lesson plans. However, the constant criticism of learners’ inability to comprehend text, express
their opinions in judgement of situations, or organise ideas to communicate about commonplace issues signifies
important gaps in learning outcomes. While teachers are bound to blame the failure on learners, citing lack of interest
in learning English and poor learning backgrounds, there is outstanding evidence that the most widely available
instructional materials in many of our schools cannot support much beyond the accumulation of facts in the name of
learning. This paper describes some popularly used textbooks to illustrate how their factual presentation of subject
content knowledge is quiet yet very effective encouragement of the cramming of facts. It argues that the teachers’
dependence of textbooks without moderation between them and the purpose of learning is the source of learning
failure. It recommends remedial action in the areas of curriculum review and teacher training that address the design,
selection and use of instructional materials. the ESL context and suggest how the situation can be rectified.

ELF-aware Pedagogy and Teacher Education: The Nuts and Bolts Towards ELT

Transformation
Saturday, 10 March 2018, 10:30 - 11:30 - Auditorium | Convention Center

Hellenic Open University, Greece
sifakisnicos@gmail.com

Abstract:

Researchin English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) has provided some really interesting insights in and analyses of interactions
involving non-native users of English. However, these developments have yet to be communicated to teachers working
in English as a foreign language (EFL) contexts and “translated” into a comprehensive pedagogical orientation. In this
workshop, | will examine the reasons why this has been so. | will also present the new concept of “ELF awareness”, and
analyse the different ways in which it can impact teaching, learning, assessment, curriculum and syllabus development,
textbook design and policy making. | will also present data and insights from a four-year project that | and Professor
Yasemin Bayyurt of Bogazici University have been running with teachers from Turkey, Greece and other countries. By
the end of the workshop, | hope to have provided participants with a comprehensive, hands-on understanding of how
ELF awareness can contribute to EFL pedagogy and to teacher development.teachers to bring creative writing, visual
art, and puppetry into the classroom for memorable student learning.
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PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT COURSES

Course 1: Creativity and Innovations in ESL

Course Description

We are all looking for something new to stimulate the language learning classroom. This course will show participants
how to design creative tasks that motivate students, how teachers can prepare students for life outside the classroom,
creative ways of starting lessons that engage students, and innovations in teaching spelling to ESL learners.

Session 1.1:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
Creative Ways of Starting Lessons
Margit Szesztay, University of Hungary, Hungary
The first few minutes of a lesson can make a big difference to its success. An energetic start can create focus and help
the learners to pay attention. Focusing and sustaining attention is becoming increasingly more difficult in a world of
information overload and constant distractions. During the session we will try out and reflect on different ways of
starting a lesson bringing in an element of surprise, creativity, and helping everyone move into English and into ‘group
mode’. We will also discuss how the activities we try out can be adapted to the participants’ own teaching context.

Session 1.2:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
Designing Creative Tasks that Interest, Engage and Motivate Students
Patti Drapeau, University of Southern Maine, USA.
Industry leaders identify creativity as a necessary component that is imperative to continuing innovation and future
societal growth. While some deem creativity as important, studies today outline an alarming decrease in student
creativity and standardized testing mandates threaten to impair creative thinking even further. In addition, some
societies and cultures define creativity differently. There is no one universal way to teach creativity; however, teachers
should know how to design or revise tasks in order to interest, engage or motivate ESL students. Learning strategies
are the keys to academic success. The presenter will demonstrate different creative thinking “grab and go” strategies
that are applicable across content and grade levels and can be used immediately in the classroom. Strategies include
sound effects, artist trading cards, plus/minus assumptions, visualize /draw /write, and be the thing. These strategies
have been successfully tried and tested globally.

Session 1.3:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
Innovations in Teaching Spelling to ESL
R. Malatesha (Malt) Joshi, Texas A&M University, USA
Spelling is an important aspect of becoming literate and many ESL students have difficulty mastering spelling. In
this presentation, | shall outline recent research on spelling development and instruction and show some examples of
spelling instruction based on research. The presentation will be interactive with participation from the participants.
have been successfully tried and tested globally.

Session 1.4:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
Using Visuals Creatively
Margit Szesztay, University of Hungary, Hungary
This workshop will focus on activating learners by making communication activities creative and fun. We will start out
with some energizing and focusing activities aimed at getting students ‘in the mood’ to communicate in English. We
will also try out a number of controlled speaking and writing tasks, as well as activities which require more extended
and sophisticated communication. All activities will involve the use of visuals and images. We will also discuss where
such images and visuals can be found on the internet, or made by teachers and students themselves.

www.allt-uae.org




PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT COURSES

Course 2: Research Skills for Classroom-Based Research

Course Description

The trends of professional development shifted from focusing only on enhancing teachers’ teaching skills to research
skills. The importance of this stems from the fact that a teacher who is also a researcher has the potential to self-
reflect and share experiences based on evidence from researching teaching and learning. This course introduces the
key aspects that a teacher, who is interested in research, needs to consider to design and conduct his/her own research
activity. The course starts with possible quantitative and qualitative research designs for classroom environment, it
then introduces the most common ways to analyze each type of data, and provides teachers with tips for writing-up
their research projects and getting published.

Session 2.1:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
Research Design for the Language Learning Classroom
Cindy Gunn, American University of Sharjah, UAE
On-going evaluation of their own teaching and their students’ learning is something that most teachers do, whether
engaged in formal research or not. However, engaging in classroom research and ultimately publishing it allows
teacher practitioners to share their findings with a wider audience to improve teaching and learning. In this hands-on
workshop, participants will discuss and debate the merits of various approaches to classroom research, for example
reflective investigations, action research and exploratory practice, to determine which is the best approach for their
context. The presenter will also offer practical tips on how to follow through and publish classroom research.

Session 2.2:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
Using SPSS for data analysis
Matthew Robby, Sharjah Women’s Campus, Higher Colleges of Technology, UAE
This session will provide an overview of IBM-SPSS software, focusing on the process of preparing variables and
generating key non-parametric and parametric statistics for analysis. It will highlight best practices for analysis and
use of SPSS for faculty applied research projects and achieving publications. The presentation will emphasize the
appropriate use of SPSS statistics based on meeting necessary assumptions. The presentation will place in context use
of SPSS with important applied research designs, processes, and methods. The presentation is designed to support
faculty applied research projects.

Session 2.3:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
Using software to analyze qualitative data
David Palfreyman, Zayed University, UAE
There is a strong tradition in educational research of using qualitative data (from lessons or other learning activities,
interviews or materials) to understand the complex processes of learning and teaching. This session shows how
qualitative analysis software such as NVivo can help you to manage large amounts of qualitative data, to build up a
rich picture of educational experiences, to identify patterns in the data and to generate questions that can lead to
greater insight into teaching and learning. We will look at various kinds of qualitative data and demonstrate some of
the capabilities of this software.

Session 2.4:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
Writing a Research Paper
Christina Gitsaki, Zayed University, UAE
This session will take participants through the process of writing a research paper for publication. The presenter will
first look at the structure of a research paper and then proceed to provide specific guidance and advice on writing
each section of the research paper. Models of best practice will be shared with the participants who will also be given
information and advice on where to publish their papers as well as the review and publication process.
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PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT COURSES

Course 3: Teaching and Learning in the K-12 Classroom

Course Description

The series of sessions under this theme addresses some of the most critical matters which K-12 teachers are
recommended to handle across the K-12 spectrum to understand how learners respond to the teaching and learning
environment, and why they respond in such ways. Comprehending this relies on a substantive amount of self-
reflection, effective classroom management, planning and profound thinking from the teacher. To address these
matters, the curse starts with managing possible ways to break writing skills into learnable steps, followed by ways to
adapt teaching material to help children with dyslexia. At generic level, the effectiveness of classroom instructions is
discussed through critical evaluation of the participants’ current practice. The course concludes with the involvement
of the participants in developing hands-on strategies for encouraging critical skills among young learners.

Session 3.1:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
Writing step by step
Gary Pathare, Higher College of Technology, UAE
In this session, Gary will demonstrate how the writing skill can be effectively deconstructed, or broken down, into
learnable steps. This highly effective and efficient method combines product and process approaches, enabling
students to write structured, coherent essays such as those required by exams like the EmSAT. Students using this
approach become visibly more motivated and confident. Gary will also share ideas for basic literacy activities for
students struggling with reading and writing.

Session 3.2:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
Developing activities for explicit strategy instruction in primary schools -
Thomai Alexiou, Aristotle University, Greece
Current studies show the effectiveness of strategy instruction when a combination of multiple strategies is taught in
the classroom (Duke & Pearson, 2002; Pressley, 2006). The workshop will inform teachers of the strategies required for
successful EFL learning at the primary level. First, we will present the main strategies according to SILL (Oxford 1990) and
discuss the ones that appear to impact greatly on language learning at the primary level. Then the goals and practicalities
of certain activities that aim at explicit strategy instruction will be explained (description of the activity, stages of the
instruction, duration, materials and skills practiced) and we will test these activities in the workshop. We will identify the
strategies emerging from the activities (cognitive, metacognitive, memory, compensatory, affective or social), reflect on their
effectiveness and offer alternative practices and ideas for evaluation. At the end of the workshop teachers will be able to
identify and instruct appropriate strategies for their primary EFL learners according to their needs.

Session 3.3:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
Dyslexia in the foreign language classroom: Challenge accepted
Thomai Alexiou, Aristotle University, Greece
The workshop will inform teachers of the common symptoms that occur when teaching English to children with
dyslexia. We will delve into the learners’ characteristics and the difficulties they face when learning English as a
foreign language and we will propose methods and techniques to deal with these difficulties. We will also show ways of
adapting the teaching material to help children with dyslexia in order to successfully accommodate them in the foreign
language classroom. At the end of the workshop teachers will modify teaching materials to suit the needs of learners
with dyslexia and they will also be asked to propose appropriate assessment methods.

Session 3.4:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
How Young Is Too Young to Start Encouraging Critical Thinking?
Maria Brown, Higher Colleges of Technology, UAE
Lavinia Tamarua, Higher Colleges of Technology, UAE
In the 21st century classroom, inquisitive students are every teacher’s ideal. Their most common verbal device is questioning.
Yet, despite its universality, this essential skill is often over-looked. Research confirms that when teachers systematically
use sequentially-developed questions, these tend to promote not only a more dynamic learning environment but also critical
thinking and enhanced student learning - even at KG level. (Bay & Hartman, 2015). However, this is only so when teachers know
how to devise progressive, logical, sequential questions. Such systematic classification also reveals the cognitive or affective
level that the class is working at and suggests appropriate adjustments. So, how young is too young to start developing these
skills? Inquisitiveness can and should be promoted from KG onwards. In this workshop, after briefly reviewing principles and
research, participants will develop hands-on strategies
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PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT COURSES

Course 4: English Language Teacher Efficiency & Effectiveness

Course Description
This pre-conference course is designed to train, motivate and nurture a reflective teacher. The elements of this course
focus on specialist skills that an ESL teacher requires for efficiency and effectiveness..

Session 4.1:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
Traits of an Effective English Language Teacher
Christine Coombe, Higher Colleges of Technology, UAE
As language and content area practitioners face the pressures of an increased workload, institutional accountability
and continual change in curricula and assessment, the need for effective foreign/second language teachers has never
been more important. In this presentation, Christine will explore the characteristics that she finds essential for
success in the foreign and second classroom and in educational institutions around the world.

Session 4.2:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
Plan Your Lessons Like a Pro
Bushra Latif, Master English Education & Training, KSA
A teachers’ lack of confidence can turn teaching into frustration. Having a carefully constructed lesson plan in hand
enables a teacher to walk into the classroom with more confidence and poise. Effective lesson planning, especially
during the initial days of teaching, rests heavily on good habits such as setting aside quality time for planning and
putting the plan into writing. Incorporating a sensible and practical ESL lesson plan into a lesson allows learning and
teaching to be effective and creative. During the session, the participants will learn how to write an EFL lesson with
various hands-on activities.

Session 4.3:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
Creative Teaching & You
Bushra Latif, Master English Education & Training, KSA
Using communicative approach and Task-based learning inside the classroom, the emphasis is on interaction and the
communication of real meaning that helps to bring the class to life. The use of authentic contexts in which to practise
lexis and grammar results in genuine interest from the learners. It will enable you to efficiently bring the approach and
“life” to your classroom. And further, implement a TBL learning segment which will hold significant value for learners,
motivate learners with “interactive” learning and measure learning results instantly

Session 4.4:

| F-GF-036 | F Wing
The Reflective Teacher
Fatmah Ali, Master English Education & Training, KSA
Reflection is crucial for a professional teacher. It is a contemporary education practice that allows a teacher to grow personally
and professionally in his or her field of practice and life. In this session, teachers will learn how to use the different means
of reflection to assist in their own development. They will devise a PD plan based on the reflection and will also learn about
sharing their experience in different ways.
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PROFESSIONAL

DEVELOPMENT COURSES

Course 5: Psychology in the Language Classroom

Course Description

Teachers today are faced with a challenge in the classroom where we often teach students of different levels, different
aptitudes, and different motivations. In this course, participants will learn how best to secure differentiated instruction,
how to use graphic organizers to visually stimulate students’ cognitive abilities, how to prepare ourselves to be engaged
with our profession and students, how to best facilitate our learners becoming literate in the target language.

Session 5.1:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
Unleashing the Power of Cognitive Graphic Organizer
Patti Drapeau, University of Southern Maine, USA
Cognitive graphic organizers are effective tools to use with students because they foster critical and creative thinking,
guide students to prevent faulty reasoning and help ESL students organize their thinking using minimal amount of
words. In this interactive session, teachers see how to use and will compare the use of two and three -dimensional
high level thinking graphic organizers. Graphic organizers will focus on the use of vocabulary as well as critical thinking
verbs such as prioritize and judge, and creative thinking verbs such as connect and brainstorm. Topics include:
« Six purposes for using graphic organizers -+ Six specific ways to use graphic organizers
+ Shared procedural language that targets each graphic organizer verb
« Examples of critical and creative thinking graphic organizers with simple or abstract content.
These graphic organizers can be applied to most content and across most grade levels.

Session 5.2:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
Prioritizing professional wellbeing because ‘It’s not just how | teach, it is who | am’
Sarah Mercer, University of Graz, Austria
The premise of this workshop rests on the notion that “we teach who we are” (Palmer, 2007). Our attitudes, emotions,
and motivations define how we teach and interact in our classrooms and are critical to our professional behaviours.
This means that to teach to the best of our abilities, we need to nurture our professional wellbeing. Indeed, research
suggests that attending to the welfare of teachers is not only good for the teachers themselves, but also for their
learners psychologically and academically as well as the institution as a whole. Therefore, | suggest that all professional
development needs to begin by examining teacher psychology ensuring we are in the right place to develop as teachers
and people. Through a series of interactive activities and reflection tasks, we will consider why language teacher
psychology is so important, why it has perhaps been somewhat neglected, and what we can do in terms of research as
well as practical interventions for individuals and organizations to promote language teacher wellbeing.

Session 5.3:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
Differentiated Instruction for English Language Teachers: A Means of Empowering Learners and Teachers Alike
Nicos Sifakis, Hellenic Open University, Greece
Differentiated instruction is an approach to teaching that advocates active planning for and attention to learners’
differences in classrooms, in the context of high quality curricula. In this talk, | review the essential underpinnings
of differentiated instruction and then go on to look into (a) practical aspects of going beyond the one-size-fits-all
delivery system and (b) ways in which ESOL teachers can reflect on and evaluate the impact of their own practice in
the differentiated classroom context. In this light, | also present evidence for highlighting the central role appropriately
trained English language teachers can play in developing core skills for work and life (as defined by world-renowned
institutions like UNESCO) in their learners and how differentiated instruction can play an invaluable role in this.

Session 5.4:

| F-GF-037 | F Wing
A relational perspective on language education for a globalized world
Sarah Mercer, University of Graz, Austria
In a globalized world, multicultural classrooms and against the backdrop of English as a Lingua Franca, we need communicative
competences that are not culture-specific but which focus on how to communicate and cooperate effectively across and
within a range of cultural contexts. To this end, | argue that understanding how to build and maintain relationships in the
classroom and through language use beyond the classroom is central to effective language education. Together we will reflect
on and explore our own interpersonal, socio-emotional competences as educators as well as consider how we can foster these
same skills in our learners.
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DEVELOPMENT COURSES

Course 6: Teaching with Web 2.0 Technologies

Course Description

Without a doubt the biggest innovation in the world today is the development of the internet and wireless technology.
Our students seem more engaged with those technologies than with anything we do with them in the classroom.
This course shows teachers how to harness these new technologies to engage students in ways they never believed
possible. The goals of this course are to learn how to use mobile phones to most effectively engage students and use
augmented reality and virtual learning environments to engage students

Session 6.1:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
Barring Mobile Phones and Indiscipline or Sacrificing Learning Gains?
Robinah Kyeyune, Makerere University, Uganda
That teachers of English are actively contributing to the discussion of the value of using ICTs in the English classroom,
and the importance of learning by doing is very significant evidence of their reflection on practice. Yet, their argument
against any encouragement for them to allow learners to exploit the value of the mobile phone as a learning tool is a
drawback and one in spite of proponents’ description of the mobile phone as the most widely available basic ICT. Many
teachers fear that the mobile phone will disrupt established order and be a freeway to pornography and numerous
kinds of idleness. This paper argues the value that guided and supervised use of the mobile phone can bring to
learning experiences both within and outside of the English classroom. Citing the various communication and learning
functions of the phone, it illustrates the potential contribution that this ICT tool can make to the effectiveness of
teaching English through not only supporting research and reading and writing but also making learning more curious
and exciting as well as active, hands on and immediately rewarding.

Session 6.2:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
Creating Educational Experiences for the Future: Intelligent Tools, Automation and Enhanced Reality
Greg Kessler, Ohio University, USA
The presenter will share a number of recent developments related to language and technology, including automated
assessment tools, speech and gesture control interfaces, and a variety of automated and intelligent tools. Some of
the tools and resources associated with these developments have found their way into language learning while others
certainly will in the near future. While some of these developments are easily integrated into language education,
other developments have the potential to threaten or intimidate language teachers and learners. The presenter will
share of a number of these developments and guide participants through the creation of learning experiences using
some of these technologies. He will also share thoughts about the need to embrace these developments as we move
toward a new era of language learning: One in which these intelligent assistants and resources may take precedence
over classroom instruction.

Session 6.3:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
Creating Compelling Educational Experiences Through Social Media and Authentic Language Practice
Greg Kessler, Ohio University, USA
Social media compels people to communicate in authentic, engaging and participatory ways. As a result, language
teachers and learners now have opportunities unlike any in the past. Unfortunately, these are often overlooked.
In particular, we have an amazing wealth of digital resources to support extensive language practice in authentic
contexts. When designed thoughtfully, these experiences can be incredibly active and rewarding. Introducing social
media practices in the language classroom can promote learning by engaging students in the compelling nature
of participatory culture, which encourages participants to actively communicate with others as they co-construct
knowledge. This engagement allows learners to practice their use of the target language extensively with others who
have a shared interest in successful communication. The presenter will share a number of examples of such engaging
projects and guide participants through the creation of authentic and compelling materials and learning experiences.

www.allt-uae.org
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DEVELOPMENT COURSES

Course 6: Teaching with Web 2.0 Technologies

Session 6.4:

| F-GF-038 | F Wing
Technology in Language Teaching & Learning
Anjali Rajan, Applied Technology High School, UAE
Technology is an integral part of the teaching and learning process in the 21st century classrooms. Effective and
efficient technology integration practices can help teachers to engage students in deeper and more meaningful
learning experiences. In a language classroom, technology can help teachers to provide authentic learning experiences
to students, to differentiate and adapt to various learning needs within a classroom and also to reach all learners at
any time, beyond the the classroom walls.

While technology can help to transform the teaching and learning environment, as educators we need to ensure that it
serves a purpose and is not merely an add on. This workshop will focus on the use of web 2.0 tools and applications that
can be used to create learning activities for all language skills. Participants will engage in hands-on activities to explore
and evaluate a range of technology tools that focus on digital differentiation in language classroom, collaborative work
and brainstorming, generating and using QR codes and infographics, and web-based assessment tools. Participants
will also have access to course material and online resources through iTunesU and Edmodo.

www.allt-uae.org
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08:00 - 17:00
09:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 11:00

11:00 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30
12:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 13:30

12:00 - 12:30
12:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 13:30

12:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 13:30

12:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 13:30

Program - Thursday, 8" March

Registration Desk Opens
Coffee Break
Opening Ceremonny | Room: Auditorium | Convention Center

Room : Auditorium | Convention Center
Plenary I: Language Education: Making Change Happen
Christina Gitsaki

Language Assessment

Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center
201 - Teachers’ Conceptions of Assessment: The case of Pakistan
Sahbi Hidri & Musharrif Aziz

338 - The Impact of Formative Assessment on Student Achievement
Ani Hovhannisyan

5 - Instructional llluminators: Scoring Rubrics for Speaking Skills
Nara Avtandilyan

Language Assessment

Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center
186 - Which English(es) should be used in international English tests?
Jason Thompson

40 - Methods of Assessment versus Effective Feedback: Putting Things in Perspective
Pooja Sancheti

86 - Designing a writing rubric fit for the purpose
Peter Bull

Classroom-Based Research and Research-Based Teaching

Room 3 - 02-L2-025 | Convention Center
84 - Participatory Action Research: Communities of practice to join Data Science and Education
Radoslaw Janik

120 - Enhancing Reading Comprehension and Writing Skills through Expanding Knowledge
of Textual Features
Hussein Abdelreheim

286 - Teaching grammar through imagery and metaphor
Leandri Kleinhans

Teaching/Learning Reading

Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center
187 - Extensive Reading: M-Reader and XREADING
David Bozetarnik

304 - You Write and Your Students Read — A Win-Win for Time-Strapped Writers
Bjorn Candel

www.allt-uae.org
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Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center
82 - Translation as an effective engaging learning tool
Sonia Batra & Nazila Motahari

83 - Contextualized scaffolding: Enhancing teaching effectiveness for non-native English
speakers in tertiary education
Hardeep Anant & Kaia DeMatteo

246 - “Englishing” the L1: Reconsidering the use of the mother tongue EFL classroom
Mario Moya

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center
306 - Supporting English language learners’ comprehension of extended, complex academic texts
Suzanne Littlewood

180 - Including all students in Writing activities
John Cargill

107 - Dictogloss for the EFL Classroom
Amal Al-Abri

Teacher Education and Professional Development

Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center
240 - Assessment Literacy — Choosing the right test for you
David Booth

|

27 - Professional growth through your “Aha moment
Mouna Abou Assali

68 - Professional Development and Classroom Technology: The teacher’s experience
Rob Miles

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center
364 - Exe-learning for Spanish and English
Carmen Medina

274 - Collaborative note-taking: Is it worth the effort?
Jennifer Benaggoun

377 - Gamification in ESL: A Pedagogical Framework
Richard Taylor

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning
Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center
156 - Introduction of academic digital technology to early career undergraduates

Eddia Solas & Frances Sutton

280 - Model for the factors influencing adult learners’ technology use in language learning
Sahar Alzahrani & Azza Alomari

14 - OneNote Class Notebook Online: The 21st Century Teacher’s Magic Wand
Huda Jamal

www.allt-uae.org
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Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

Multipurpose Hall 2 - 02-L2-033 | Convention Center
143 - Teaching with a Twist: eVoc
Naureen Shehzad

167 - Impact of Mobile Assisted Language Learning on Developing EFL Students’ Speaking skills
Paiman Azeez & Fatimah Hasan

102 - What is Academic Writing?
Peter Davidson

Special Sponsor Sessions

Room Auditorium | Convention Center
An Arts Integrated Curriculum in Action: Options in Engaged Learning
Karen Konnerth

Fulbright in the UAE: An Overview of Fulbright Teaching Assistantships to the U.S. and
Graduate/Post-Graduate Study Opportunities
Charlotte Fadare

EducationUSA Advising Centers in the UAE: Advice/Guidance for Students Interested in
Pursuing Higher Education in the USA
Nadia Ibrahim

Lunch

Room: Auditorium | Convention Center
Plenary Il - A Universal Language for Global Classrooms
Patti Drapeau

Language Assessment

Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center
15 - Language Assessment: Real or Fake Image of Students’ Performance?
Fatma Ismail

210 - Detecting Gender Preferences within English Reading Comprehension Passages via a MIMIC Model
Yong Luo, Abdulrahman Sharmani, Bjorn Norrbom

260 - Multimodality and ESL: A case study of aligning assessment with digital curriculum
Ahlem Tabib

Language Assessment

Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center
34 - Developmentally Appropriate Assessment in Young Learner Classrooms
Irma-Kaarina Ghosn

81 - The Pronunciation Problems Resulting from First Language Transfer: Causes and Solutions
Amr El Zarka

Classroom-Based Research and Research-Based Teaching
Room 3- 02-L2-025 | Convention Center
301 - Finding Harmony with E-Resources: Are Your Favorites Their Headaches?

Toni McLaughlan & Corne Lotter

166 - Ready or not? Vocabulary size and academic reading skills for EMI
Michael Bowles

402 - Teaching the pronunciation of English in a globalized world
Wafa Zoghbor

www.allt-uae.org
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Teaching/Learning Reading & Listening

Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center
54 - The Impact of Listening on Second Language Vocabulary Acquisition
Emma Levonyan

295 - Online extensive reading: the pros and cons
Paul Goldberg

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center
324 - Intercultural Competence and Technology
Aseel Almubaddel & Daniah Aleissa

292 - Teaching English to ‘English’? Speakers: The Case of Caribbean English Creole Students
Ann Marie Simmonds

375 - Narrative Arguments In The Classroom
Khamaiel Altamimi

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center
58 - Analysing learners’ errors to improve teaching and learning in the English classroom
Mario Moya & Farah Chaudary

288 - Doing ELT Differently: Promoting Significant Learning for Survival in 21st Century
Hashil Al-Saadi

Teacher Education and Professional Development

Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center
341 - Are you an inspiring teacher? Let’s find out!
Noorchaya Yahya

318 - Rethinking Teacher Quality: New Teachers’ Evaluation Rubrics
Ouarda Khouni

138 - IDP Support Products for IELTS test takers
Anna Hasper

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning
Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center

203 - Digital Badges in the Language Classroom
Preeya Reddy & Peter Davidson

303 - Get Out of the Class! Mobile Game Based Learning outside the Classroom
Helene Demirci & Leah Lane

www.allt-uae.org
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Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center
15:30- 16:00 217 - Using Meetingwords to Improve Writing Skills
Randa Abdelmagid

16:00 - 16:30 253 - Audience Response Systems in Higher Education
Diana Johnston & Andrew Johnston

16:30-17:00 228 - How to stimulate an engaging and dynamics MOOCs in Humanities courses?
Sahar Al-Keshwan

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning
Multipurpose Hall 2 - 02-L2-033 | Convention Center
15:30- 16:00 391 - Apple Accessibility Features to Enhance the Education Experience of Students with
Physical Disabilities
Maisa Obeid

16:00 - 17:00 43 - Effective Use of Technology to Enhance Twenty First Century Skills
Soad Mizher

Special Panel Session
Room - Auditorium | Convention Center
15:30-17:00 Language Education in the UAE: Curriculum Reforms and Innovation Supported by Research
Christina Gitsaki | Hayley Holuj | Radek Janic | Shamsa Sarhan Amer Al Sawafi
17:00 - 17:30  Coffee Break
Room : Auditorium | Convention Center
17:30- 18:30 Plenary Ill - Solving Literacy Problems: A Global Issue
Malt Joshi

18:30- 20:30 Welcome Reception - Convention Center Ground Floor

www.allt-uae.org
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Registration Desk Opens

Plenary IV - Toward Global English Critical Literacy: What, Why and How
Nicos Sifakis
Room: Auditorium | Convention Center

Coffee Break
Poster Sessions (2nd Floor Convention Center)

268 - Collocation Learning Through Task-Based Language Teaching
Abdelbasset Jeddi

345 - Exploring Teachers’ Perceptions of the Use of E-portfolios in UAE Schools
Samaa Abdelghamy

247 - The Center for English Proficiency: English Language Teaching with an Academic Focus
Ann Marie Simmonds | Sally Kondos | Jessica Saba | Anita Chehab

216 - Using CCQs and ICQs in English Language Teaching
Randa Abdelmagid

Language Assessment

Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center
112 - Reliable and fair productive-skills testing for high-stakes decisions
Mavi Calabrese

350 - New Forms of Assessment: A case when EFL students’ Contribution Only Matters
Safaa Eissa

124 - The Global Scale of English: The power of standards in education
Mike Mayor

Task-Based Learning

Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center
9 - Advancing Research in Task-Based Language Teaching
Ali Shehadeh

70 - Bringing a growth mindset into language learning through task based learning
Fiona Hartley

325 - Moving from teaching to facilitating: An introduction to Project Based Learning (PBL)
Tasnim Al Terkait

42 - Filmmaking in the EFL classroom
Robert lain Collins

Classroom-Based Research and Research-Based Teaching
Room 3 - 02-L2-025 | Convention Center

195 - PBL, Project Based Learning

Sahar Moursi

362 - Argue to Learn: Integrating Argumentation into EFL Instruction
Ahmed Sahlane

223 - Emotions in English Language Education- Opportunities for Embracing Global Perspectives

Alina Chirciu

361 - Utilizing the Japanese LEGO Model in the Saudi EFL Classroom
Nura Al-Zahrani

www.allt-uae.org
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Teaching/Learning Reading

Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center
296 - Developing a readability scale for graded readers
Paul Goldberg

165 - Investigating the Arabic Children’s Book Publishing Industry in the UAE
Shelley Lawson

17 - Successful Strategies for Scaffolding Reading Instruction in the EFL Classroom
Olga Spuskanyuk

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center
339 - Optimizing Language Learning through Trust Building
Raja Mallek Bahloul

159 - Translanguaging Pedagogy and Cooperative Learning Techniques in Higher Education
Telma Steinhagen

229 - Kaizena: Writing Feedback Made Simple
Shorouk Hanafy

108 - Inquiry Based Learning and its Role in Promoting Higher Order Thinking
Amal Al-Abri

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center
128 - LET’S TALK! Promoting Meaningful Discussions in the Classroom
Mariana Hernandez

251 - Reading: The Way Forward at a Critical Time
Michael Mcmurray & Amira Traish

Teacher Education and Professional Development

Room 7- 02-L2-022 | Convention Center
126 - Role of Mission and Values in a Learning Organization
Beena Vijayavalsalan

230 - Credibility and Authenticity: What adult students value in Teachers
Damien Carberry

297 - Closing the Loop: Reflections from Alumni on Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)
Muna Balfaqeeh & Asli Hassan

232 - 42l a2l lylgel 3131 alel
Ahlam Zahawi -

Teacher Education and Professional Development

Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center
202 - The effectiveness and challenges of a field-experience program: Trainee-teachers’ perspectives
Sadiq Ismail

192 - Professional Learning Communities/ Social Media Tools
“Best Practices For Enhancing Student Achievement””
Madawi Al-Obathani

137 - Enhancing IELTS Listening through making listening skills and strategies visible
Anna Hasper

www.allt-uae.org
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Teaching/Learning Writing

Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center
340 - An integrated skills approach to teaching writing: a whole game plan
Penelope Doyle

311 - What Writing Centers Do... and Why
Jodi Lefort | Elizabeth Whitehouse | Ryan McDonald

330 - Assessing the Effectiveness of Tutor Training Models
Maria Eleftheriou

256 - Experiences from Academic Language and Literacy Support among undergraduates at
Zayed University

Robert Turner | Malin Garemo | Myrelle D’Abreou | Sharon Kelly | Amal Elamin | Ludmilla Scott
Zainab Taha

Bilingualism and Multilingualism

02-L2-033 - Multipurpose Hall 2 | Convention Center
242 - Translanguaging in a Children’s Literature Course for Future Teachers
Kay Gallagher

71 - Supplementary schools: The teaching of a minority language in a globalised world
Fatma Said

52 - Searching for Quality in Dual Language Picture Books: Lost in Translation with Kotobi
Anna Dillon | Zeina Hojeij | Alecia Perkins | Rima Malkawi

360 - dazyill 8ylge dumaladl Alssall L3l Hlas] plol GSle pl Golse A3 dazl
Nagwa Fahmy

Featured Sessions

Room- Auditorium | Convention Center
Teacher Knowledge of Language Constructs in Teaching Reading
Malt Joshi

They Can’t Teach Critical Thinking Lacking the Skill Themselves
Robinah Kyeyune

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

F-GF-003 | F Wing
275 - Shifting Paradigm of Classroom Teaching: A Perspective
Sandip Sarkar

316 - Using H5P to Create Mobile-Friendly Content for Students
Jonathan Titcomb

215 - Making Meaning to Technology in Education
Elham Abu Alezz

283 - Disruptive Technology: Should technology be used in classroom?
Georgios Kormpas

www.allt-uae.org
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Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

F-GF-004 | F Wing
352 - Developing Academic English MOOCs for English Learners in the Arabian Gulf Region
Jesse Balanyk, Jaime Buchanan, Ruth Radwan

47 - Digital Tools for More Language Production in EFL Classrooms
Mohamed Al Mohamady

309 - Globalised Training: using network technology to link Benghazi, Durham & China
Chris Macallister, Yvonne Fraser, Tanya Parsons

38 - Investigation of telecollaborative language-oriented tasks: A case study of Saudi
teachers’ perspectives
Ahmed Khateeb

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

F-GF-005 | F Wing
162 - Exaggerating EFL teachers’ Engagement in PD MOOCs
Ashraf Atta Mohmed Safein Salem

248 - With Kahoot, MCQ quizzes will never be boring again!
Fatma Abdelrahman

148 - Creating flipped classroom for Kindergarten Phonics
William Sanders

307 - How to give paper exam and correct it easily by zip-grade app?
Naif Alanazi

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

F-GF-006 | F Wing
16 - Web Development for the EFL Classroom
Miles Pennington

359-i)&0 a3 Zgas - Olelll el ddeld 5yj=i ul.an.‘Jl OBl puoas Cardsos

Maha Abdul'Majeed & Khaled Mostafa

347 - Using Kahoot to Engage Students in the Grammar Classroom
Nasra Adan & Aaron Abdow

278 - Integrating Mobile Technology in the Classroom
Ferhana Thagia

Teaching/Learning Vocabulary

F-GF-007 | F Wing

24 - Integrating Critical Thinking Tasks on EFL Learners’ to Enhance Their Vocabulary Knowledge

Raniyah Kamal

212 - Developing Lexical Competence through Literature: A Study of Intermediate Students of Pakistan

Muhammad Din

89 - The strategic behavior of Arabic speakers reading unfamiliar English words
Martin Endley

342 - Guessing Words from Familiar and Unfamiliar Reading Texts
Nesreen Al-Ahmadi

www.allt-uae.org
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Teaching/Learning Vocabulary

F-GF-008 | F Wing
77 - Pronunciation Pedagogy in Jordanian EFL Classrooms
Sharif Alghazo

255 - Using Communication Boosters to Develop Students’ Oral Skills
Sally Ali

146 - Interactive Activities: Means to Enhance Speaking Skills
Anna Bayburdyan

Adult Language Learning

F-GF-027 | F Wing
113 - Bidding Farewell to Pedagogy: An Exploratory Study of Andragogy
Binu James Mathew

31 - Improve Adult Learners’ Essay Writing with YouTube
Hanadi Mirza

369 - rso2ll e AT & casll Slolgs”
Omar Yousef Okasha Hasan

285 - Critical Thinking Activities for the EFL Classroom
Mohamed El Zamil

Early Childhood Language Learning

F-GF-026 | F Wing
305 - Teacher Beliefs about Toddlers Learning with Digital Media
Barbara Moschner

222 - Learning to read is fun with phonics
Hawys Morgan

207 - Early Childhood Language Teaching
Abir Hubi Saymeh

Student Motivation

F-GF-015 | F Wing
221 - Telling the story of a semester; the impact of student award ceremonies
Jessica March & Tahani Qadri

176 - Examining Effective Learning Strategies in Handling Challenging Situations
in a Professional Way
Taussef Kamran Khan

28 - The Dynamicity and Diversity of Second Language Learners’ Motivation
Nour Al Okla

270 - Nurturing non-cognitive approaches to education in Higher Education in the UAE
Sinead Eccles & Deirdre McAllister

www.allt-uae.org
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Student Motivation

F-GF-014 | F Wing
36 - Teachers as Mentors
Suchitra Vijay Verma

63 - Effective teaching/learning strategies for enhancing motivation in French language
acquisition processes
Grace Amarachukwu Obaigbona

117 - Exploring Emirati Police Cadets’ Motivation for Learning English
Amany Al Sabbagh

98 - The “knack” and how to give it: Psycholinguistic affect in language learning
Kevin Hodgson

Globalization and Language Teaching

F-GF-013 | F Wing
85 - Implementing the CoP model into a Master of Translation and Interpreting program
Ping Wang

106 - Implementing an effective teaching assistant program using international students
Christopher Haswell

151 - English language textbooks and culture: The local, the target and the intercultural
Laure Salem

206 - Thinking Critically in a Globalized World
Sean Bermingham

Globalization and Language Teaching

F-GF-033 | F Wing
329 - Educational influx: Socialization of new English teachers in UAE state schools
David Knott

23 - How to Enhance EFL Communication Skills through Project Work
Suhair Al Alami & Shadi Hijazi

94 - Mexican Dreamers and Returnees: The construction of their identities as ELT
Nora Basurto Santos

142 - Issues on the Japanese Language Teaching Program for Bangladeshi software engineers
Kiyoko Eguchi, Hisashi Kawano, Tsuyoshi Kano

World Englishes and Language Teaching / Learning

F-GF-034 | F Wing
22 - Linguistic Imperialism: just the facts
Tobias Prior & Colin Michel

238 - English Language and ELT Changing Scenes
Abdelrahman Salih & Ibrahim Holi

FEATURED SESSION
Biliteracy and education: double the learning?
David Palfreyman

209 - Arabic loans in English newspapers in Bangladesh: A Sociolinguistic study
Mohamed Nurul Islam

www.allt-uae.org
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PD Course 1 - Creativity and innovation in ESL

F-GF-036 | F Wing
Creative Ways of Starting Lessons
Margit Szesztay

Designing Creative Tasks that Interest, Engage and Motivate Students
Patti Drapeau

PD Course 2 - Research Skills for Classroom-Based Research
F-GF-037 | F Wing
Research Design for the Language Learning Classroom

Cindy Gunn

Using SPSS for data analysis
Matthew Robby

PD Course 3 - Teaching and Learning in the K-12 Classroom
F-GF-038 | F Wing

Writing step by step

Gary Pathare

Developing activities for explicit strategy instruction in primary schools
Thomai Alexiou

Lunch

Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

Plenary V - Preparing teachers for the future: Social media and intelligent tools in a globalized world

Greg Kessler

Language Assessment

Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center
26 - Assessment Repercussions on the Teaching and the Learning Process
Mahmoud Sultan Nafa

211 - Using Eye-tracking for the Analysis of Grammatical Errors of L2 Learners
Yuko Yoshinari

122 - Using a holistic rubric for assessing and monitoring speaking skills development
Jane Ponce De Leon Yu

Task-Based Learning

Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center
335 - Performative-Based Learning: Language Through Performance
Maher Bahloul

121 - Raising the Child’s Cultural Awareness: A Task-Based Approach
Nadine Jaafarawi

130 - Creating an English Table: A Digital Task-Based Class with SAAS
Roger Todd Beuckens

www.allt-uae.org
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Classroom-Based Research and Research-Based Teaching

Room 3 - 02-L2-025 | Convention Center
133 - Fostering Learner Autonomy
Kareem Debes

127 - The Oral Error Correction
Khalid Elbadwi

Teaching/Learning Reading

Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center
191 - CSR, Collaborative Strategic Reading
Sahar Moursi

389 - Reading Critically
Hatice Yurdakul

Reaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center
395 - &hlodl Olwhal wdlb Als duwlys Baniall du y=ll Olsledl dgs 3 Jl el 3 ulinll Gle QS ‘olcCL”
Noorah Mohamed

394 - Behind the Scenes: Teachers’ Perspectives on Factors Affecting the Implementation of
Inquiry-based Science Instruction
Sandra Baroudi & Marlieke Rodjan Helder

169 - Approaches to Make Your Classroom More Student-Centered
Dima Yousef & Laura Toma

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center
144 - Differentiated Instruction: No Learner Left Behind
Fariha Asif

310 - Dealing with disengaged learners through course book adaptation and differentiation
Mina Radosavljevic & Ahmed Yacob Hassama

Teacher Education and Professional Development

Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center
284 - From Teacher to Writing Consultant:Practicing the Rule of Three
Ryan Mcdonald & Hannah Murtagh

Teacher Education and Professional Development

Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center
39 - Brain-Targeted Teaching Model
Banani Roy Chowdhury

404 - American English Resources for Teachers
Scott Chiverton

www.allt-uae.org
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Teaching/Learning Writing

Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center
35 - Teaching writing to students with tablets using voice to overcome keyboard shortcomings
Vance Stevens

74 - The effect of teaching formulaic sequences on improving the writing skills
Sally Kondos

224 - A Communicative Approach to Teaching Writing
Bela Toth

Bilingualism and Multilingualism

Multipurpose Hall 2 - 02-L2-033 | Convention Center
356 - Project Update: Enduring Eloquence of Zayed Competition & World Arabic Bilingual Readers
Peter Hassall, Rasha Badr, Marina Morozova

276 - Investigating bi/multiliterate repertoires and academic biliteracies at the American
University of Afghanistan
Christopher Henderson

Featured Sessions

Room - Auditorium | Convention Center
Reflecting on our changing roles as language teachers in a globalized world
Cindy Gunn

Formative evaluation practices to promote program development, innovation, and effectiveness
Matthew Robby

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

F-GF-003 | F Wing
12 - The Impact of Mobile Learning on Learner Autonomy: A Case Study
Hussam Alzieni

351 - Teaching approaches and classroom practices, Technology-based teaching and learning,
Student motivation
Jishan Uddin

11 - Using Photography and Story boarding in ESL/EFL Classrooms
Amreen Najmi

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning
F-GF-004 | F Wing
132 - Read to Succeed with ReadTheory

Saima Nomaan

267 - Helping Students Work Effectively in Diverse Groups
Lana Hiasat

239 - Using Newsela to enhance reading comprehension
Clayton Young, Diana Johnston, Vaishali Samani

www.allt-uae.org
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14:30 - 15:30

14:30 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

14:30 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

Program - Friday, 9" March

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

F-GF-005 | F Wing
252 - DIY Smartphone-Microscopes: Disrupting the 21st Century Classroom
Adam Arra & Mary Ashmead

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

F-GF-006 | F Wing
199 - Using Technology to Empower Learning
Laura Toma & Dima Yousef

49 - Kahoot: The Ultimate Language Gaming Tool
Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

Teaching/Learning Vocabulary | Teaching Speaking

F-GF-007 | F Wing
194 - The Effect of the FCL on Saudi University Students’ Receptive English Vocabulary
Nouf Al Karzar

Using Technology to Support Vocabulary Development of English Language Learners: The Zayed
University Vocabulary App (ZAVA)
Paola Trejo Vences

123 - Classroom activities for developing speaking skills for academic contexts
Ishraq Al-Zubi

Teaching/Learning Vocabulary

F-GF-008 | F Wing
4 - Getting to the Roots of Vocabulary
Naijib Jarad

235 - Using Quizlet Live to Learn and Recycle Vocabulary
Melanie Gobert

97 - In Tune with Intonation
Justin Kernot

Early Childhood Language Learning

F-GF-027 | F Wing

373 - gyl Olegaxo SN oo JabIl G5y dd>se (3 belyall el=s
Noura Al Hammadi -

376 - dudg)ll Jab el dsllinlee Gunsd § daill donslyiol alsiiul
Rehab Elshafey )

Early Childhood Language Learning

F-GF-026 | F Wing
349 - How to select reading materials for the EFL young learner?
Fakhrah Ali Almamary

227 - Language Showering and Pronunciation Development
Virpi Bursiewicz

370-&;;@@@Jubw@,ﬂ|w|ﬁw:wubi%usuw
Hala Ziadat
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14:30 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

14:30 - 16:30

14:30 -15:30

15:30 - 16:30

Program - Friday, 9" March

Student Motivation

F-GF-015 | F Wing
189 - ESL with EQ
Suad Mohamed

168 - Accelerated learning through emotional intelligence
Carl Garner

Student Motivation
F-GF-014 | F Wing
115 - Language Learners’ Abilities to Learn EFL Face-To-Face and Online

Munassir Alhamami

18 - L2 Learner Motivation: Identity Perspectives
Debra McDermott

Globalization and Language Teaching
F-GF-013 | F Wing
245 - ESL Vision 2020 = ESL ++

George Lapakaran Varghese

386 - Try This at Home One DIY Approach to Teaching / Classroom Practices
Adnan Ashraf

6 - Global Competencies for 21st Century Learning
Silvia Yafai

Globalization and Language Teaching

F-GF-033 | F Wing

164 - Culture Awareness in ELF classrooms Effect in Resolving Cross Culture Conflict

Mariam Nahari

293 - What motivates high school students in the UAE to learn Japanese?
Atsuko Yamashita

111 - The Changing Face of English Language Teacher Education
Amanda Howard & Nora Basurto-Santos

Sponsored Featured Workshop

F-GF-034 | F Wing
Puppetry: An Engaging Tool for Language Learners
Karen Konnerth

PD Course 1 - Creativity and innovation in ESL
F-GF-036 | F Wing

Innovations in Teaching Spelling to ESL

Malt Joshi

Using Visuals Creatively
Margit Szesztay

www.allt-uae.org
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PD Course 2 - Research Skills for Classroom-Based Research

F-GF-037 | F Wing
14:30 - 15:30  Using software to analyze qualitative data
David Palfreyman

15:30- 16:30  Writing a Research Paper
Christina Gitsaki

PD Course 3 - Teaching and Learning in the K-12 Classroom

F-GF-038 | F Wing
14:30-15:30 Dyslexia in the foreign language classroom: Challenge accepted
Thomai Alexiou

15:30-16:30 How Young Is Too Young to Start Encouraging Critical Thinking?
Maria Brown & Lavinia Tamarua

16:30 - 17:00 Coffee Break
Room: Auditorium | Convention Center
17:00 - 18:00 Plenary VI - Engaging globalized language learners in the here and now of their classrooms

Sarah Mercer

19:30 - 22:30 Gala Dinner

www.allt-uae.org
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08:00 - 15:00

09:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:00 - 11:00

10:00 - 11:00

10:30 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Registration Desk Opens

Plenary VII - Discussion, Debate, Dialogue in the ELT Classroom
Margit Szesztay
Room: Auditorium | Convention Center

Coffee Break
Poster Sessions (2nd Floor Convention Center)

234 - Investigating EFL Teachers’ Use of Differentiated Instruction in Teaching English
Halah Alamairi

357 - Enhancing student-centred learning via technology to engage and motivate Further
Education students
Marina Morozova

Language Assessment

Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center
56 - Adapting a text for testing purposes in the Middle East
Larysa Nikolayeva

179 - Factors Impact Oral Communication and Establishing Speaking Assessment for students in UAE
Myasar Abdulgader

287 - Verb production assessment test for Emirati Arabic children
Alexandra Marquis | Akeela Fatheen Abdul Gafoor | Wadha Ayed Alotaibi | Al Yazia Mohammad Al Mansouri

CLIL

Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center
65 - An Evidence-based Approach to Vocabulary Acquisition in News-Based CLIL Classes
James Andrew Farmer

277 - Concepts for the CLIL EFL Classroom
Roberto Rabbini

66 - Teaching Mathematics as a Language
Fayez Sayed

380 - The Impact of CLIL on Arabic, English and Content Learning in UAE
Marwa Younes & Fatima Badry

Classroom-Based Research and Research-Based Teaching

Room 3 - 02-L2-025 | Convention Center
46 - English Education Reform in the Arab World
Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

312 - Surviving Your Viva: A General Guide
Edith Flahive

294 - Teaching Vs Research
Nagakala Gopalkrishna

382 - ‘Teacher, | want more time”: Omani university students learn requests in English
Amer Ahmed and Iryna Lenchuk

www.allt-uae.org




e

AL

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center
51 - An indispensable Ingredient of an EFL Class
Dulari Chamakali

298 - A model for the enhancement of language learner autonomy in tertiary education
Sahar Alzahrani

19 - Exploration of Developing a Constructive Practice of Written Feedback and Students’ revision
Noora Al Mazrouei

10 - Scaffolding the L1 Novel for the L2 Language Learner
Lisa Theisen

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center
30 - Teaching critical thinking in a language programme
Richard Harrison

208 - Critical Thinking Skills and Literature
Sofia Papakosta

64 - Teacher-educator pedagogical beliefs about teaching and learning: An Argentinean case study
Katherine Halet

99 - Adapting for Awareness: A Classroom of Culture
Chioma Emuka

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center
29 - Differentiation in the ESL Classroom
Hind Elyas

204 - Unleashing the challenge of 21st: Empowering teachers to differentiate 21st teaching strategies
Hanan Nassar

Curriculum Development
Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center
37 - Evaluating authentic material for classroom exploitation

Tony Waterman

261 - Authentic Videos in a Context of Explicitness in Teaching English Requests
Areej Alawad

367 - Change in Action
Sandra Stein

262 - Enact and Engage: Learn English through the Arts and on Stage
Alison Koushki

www.allt-uae.org
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10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center
96 - Teaching Future-Ready Students
Rachel Sage

218 - Incorporating Literature Circles in Blended EFL/ESL Courses
Zainab Abbas

149 - Digital literacy in English Language Teaching
Sofiene Tergui

214 - Educational Tools Used in EFL Teaching
Irfana Hafeez

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center
332 - Online argumentation and knowledge construction for the academic writing classroom
Mayada Zaki

177 - SLA principles and foreign language pedagogy best practices in Arabic CALL materials
Bouchra Kachoub

259 - Using Fakebook in an EFL / ESL classroom
Mohammed Hamdoun

257 - Female ESP Postgraduates’ Acceptance of Virtual Reality Learning: Aye or Nay
Abeer Madini & Dalal Alshaikhi

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

02-L2-033 - Multipurpose Hall 2 | Convention Center
226 - Letting the classroom loose: Utilizing Seppo online platform
Jenifah Abu-Hassan, Jessica March

44 - Edmodo: Mobile Tool for Interactive and Blended Learning
Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

Featured Sessions

Room - Auditorium | Convention Center
ELF-aware Pedagogy and Teacher Education: The Nuts and Bolts Towards ELT Transformation
Nicos Sifakis

Devising CLIL materials: The recipe of success
Thomai Alexiou

Teacher Education and Professional Development
F-GF-003 | F Wing

131 - Communication Skills for Teachers
Huma Zaidi

161 - Teacher Training Needs Assessment
Jihan Alkhudair

www.allt-uae.org
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10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Teacher Education and Professional Development

F-GF-004 | F Wing

181 - Qualities of Professional ELT Teacher Educator: Implications for Achieving
Quality and Accountability

Ali Al-Issa

136 - The experiences of EMI lecturers in non-Anglophone university contexts: A scoping review
Norman Williams

249 - Listening, questioning, and coaching techniques: A combination to lower students’
Threshold Concepts?
Johanna Horlings-plender

79 - EdTech + EdTeach: Exploring the Integration of Educational Technology Through Teacher Education
Tiffany Cammidge, Pamela Johnson, Alliya Anderson

Teacher Education and Professional Development

F-GF-005 | F Wing
237 - Continuous Professional Development Opportunities for Teachers in a Private School
Rabail Qayyum

244 - Supporting teachers, improving outcomes
Peter Lucantoni, Mansoor Almalki

72 - Case studying teacher trainees’ perceptions of deep approaches in literature teaching
Mangala Jawaheer

7 - Perceptions of Reflective Practice in Tertiary Education
Hassan Mabloul

Teacher Education and Professional Development

F-GF-006 | F Wing
50 - Classroom observation as an efficient tool for professional development
Oleksandr Tomchakovskyi & Yuliia Tomchakovska

109 - Effective Practices in Observing Language Classrooms
Mazen El Cheik

171 - Applying linguistics? An integrated Model Session
Dina Awad

353 - The Impact of “school-to school support” Model in Project Based Learning
Hasna Alshammari

Teaching/Learning Vocabulary | Teaching/Learning Speaking
F-GF-007 | F Wing

400 - Stories of Grandpa Aristotle: Establishing Ethos, Pathos, Logos in oral and written communication
Caterina Skiniotou

269 - Socrative and Quizizz: Using Mobile Platforms to Enhance Learning and Engagement
Brendan Tynan

95 Translating the Brain: Simultaneous Interpretation and the Brain
Hranush Gevorgyan

281 - Getting Students to Speak Meaningfully
Mohamed El Zamil

www.allt-uae.org
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10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Teaching/Learning Grammar

F-GF-008 | F Wing
241 - The Prioritization of Verb over Subject in Teaching the Sentence Structure
Muhammad Imran

279 - Guided Discovery: Practical Implications for EFL Teachers
Ahmed Ali Saleh Al Ajmi

87 - Grammar Blocks: A new grammar teaching method
Gary Pathare

Teaching/Learning Writing

F-GF-027 | F Wing

182 - The Role of Timing in Collaborative Writing
Jingjing Qin

145 - Identifying opportunities to boost students’ academic writing skills
Syuzanna Torosyan

33 - Task based instruction, concepts and practices!
Rabia Khatoon

188 - The Challenging Task of Finding the Main Idea of a Paragraph
Hedieh Najafi

Teaching/Learning Writing
F-GF-026 | F Wing

101 - Integrating Flipped Learning in an EFL Writing Classroom: Acceptance and Procrastination
Yahya Alkhoudary

320 - The Use of Metacoghnitive Instruction to Scaffold Writing Strategies For EFL Learners
Laila Mortada

160 - Peer-editing that Works!
Anthony Francis Pellicane

213 - Students presenting essay writing concepts via unique presentation styles
Claire Murphy

Bilingualism and Multilingualism
F-GF-015 | F Wing
110 - We are all translingual even if we don’t know it

Ewa Gajer

264 - EMI and UAE Bilingual Educational Policy in the Higher Education Institutions
Mohammad Amir Samimi

390 - Reflections on UAE Bilingual Education Reform: An Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis
Glenda El Gamal

323 - Sociophonetic Correlation of Acoustic and Perceptual properties of Diphthongs in Indian English
Shashikanta Tarai

www.allt-uae.org
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10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00
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11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Bilingualism and Multilingualism | Teaching Approaches

F-GF-014 | F Wing
379 - The Use of First Language (L1) in Second Language (L2) Classroom
Marwa Younes

383 - Task-Based Instruction: The case of the EFL classroom of Dhofar University
Amer Ahmed, Iryna Lenchuk

398 - Representations of culture in EFL textbooks in the Arab setting: A Case Study of *
American Inside Out’ and ‘Touchstone’ textbooks
Mohsine Khazrouni

403 - “ sozlll J>1s3l” dg2lan § “cliagdl dnglll”
Wafa Zoghbor )

Student Motivation

F-GF-013 | F Wing
147 - Smart Strategies for Motivating Students
Aseel Aldabass Altamimi, Nada Alharbi

220 - Maisie Sly and the art of communication - remembering my passion
Belinda Southby

397 - Brain-friendly learning: Neuroscience in the classroom
Beatrix Henkel

193 - Researching Motivation and Second Language Acquisition: A Fine-Grained Approach
Danya Shaalan

Globalization and Language Teaching

F-GF-033 | F Wing
175 - Shlagl 8 paleill G sill 85150 &2 gy orsablil 552 dy sl d2lll euled Slingilyiel
Aisha Alfalasi

13 - Online exchange and its effect on students’ language and cultural development
Eric Hagley

118 - A CDA-driven Study of World English Series Published by Cengage Heinle
Mohammad Amin Mozaheb, Jalal Farzaneh Dehkordi

158 - Promoting the 21st century skills in EFL classroom
Anna Ayrapetyan

Globalization and Language Teaching

F-GF-034 | F Wing
41 - Critical Language Awareness: Extended Views and Challenges
Hayam Mohamed

272 - The pedagogical and sociological implications of English Medium Instruction: a research initiative
Sarah Hopkyns & Timothy Nicoll

134 - From Globalization to Glocalization: Embedding a Glocal Perspective in English
Language Curriculum
Chaker Mhamdi

328 - The Intelligibility of Accents: Differences Between Native and Non-Native English Teachers
Hamdallah Alhusban
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11:30 - 12:30

10:30-11:30

11:30-12:30

10:30 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:30
12:30 - 13:30
13:30 - 14:30

14:30 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:00
15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:00
15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

Program - Saturday, 10" March

PD Course 4 - English Language Teacher Efficiency & Effectiveness

F-GF-036 | F Wing
Traits of an Effective English Language Teacher
Christine Coombe

Plan Your Lessons Like a Pro
Bushra Latif

PD Course 5 - Psychology in the Language Classroom

F-GF-037 | F Wing
Unleashing the Power of Cognitive Graphic Organizer
Patti Drapeau

’

Prioritizing professional wellbeing because ‘It’s not just how | teach, it is who | am
Sarah Mercer

PD Course 6 - Teaching with Web 2.0 Technologies

F-GF-038 | F Wing
Barring Mobile Phones and Indiscipline or Sacrificing Learning Gains?
Robinah Kyeyune

Creating Educational Experiences for the Future: Intelligent Tools, Automation and Enhanced Reality
Greg Kessler

Lunch

Room : Auditorium | Convention Center

Plenary VIII - Making Lifelong Learning a Reality in the English Classroom
Robinah Kyeyune

Concurrent Sessions

Special Education Symposium

Room 1- 02-L2-023 | Convention Center
392 - Training People with determination in SAS
Mohja Ibrahim

385 - Start with Inclusion End in Success
Willie Ferguson & Marjorie F. Pierre

393 - Universal Design for Instruction in Post-Secondary Education Settings
Rukiya Deetjen-Ruiz

CLIL
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center
372 - Content and Language Integrated Learning in Art History

Kara Mckeown, Peter Davidson

62 - A Discussion-driven Approach to Enhancing Student Input in CLIL Classes
James Andrew Farmer

59 - Supporting the development of subject specific literacy
Grant Hurtley

www.allt-uae.org
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Classroom-Based Research and Research-Based Teaching

Room 3 - 02-L2-025 | Convention Center
14:30 - 15:00 378 - Classroom-Based Research and How Teachers can Benefit from it
Christina Gitsaki

15:00 - 15:30 155 - The Benefits and Challenges of the Flipped Classroom in the UAE
James Ishler

15:30-16:00 354 - Classroom Questioning for Higher Order Thinking : Studying student teachers’ behaviours
Maria Brown

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center
14:30-15:00 396 - ADDIE Approach for Elegant Course Design
Lisa Ann Fraser

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center
14:30-15:00 273 - A Place for Literature in Freshman Composition in Afghanistan
Walter Rudolph

Teaching Approaches and Classroom Practices

Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center
14:30-15:00 336 - Reflective Practice for the Classroom and Beyond
Dima Yousef, Farah Al Bash

15:00 - 16:00 57 - Developing Communicative Language Competence
Patrick Painter

Curriculum Development

Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center
14:30 - 15:00 401 - The Essential Components of Effective Reading Instruction-Part 1 and 2
Roselyn Antwi

15:.00 - 15:30 399 - My destination is my departure: designing a fit-for-purpose Foundation Program
Caterina Skiniotou

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning
Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center

14:30 - 15:00 140 - Is it time to say farewell to Brick and Mortar class?
Akram Baddoura

15:00 - 15:30 69 - iPads in the classroom: teachers’ perceptions five years on
Rob Miles

www.allt-uae.org
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14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:30

15:30-16:00

14:30 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center
173 - Online collaboration — A window on learning, and more
Jonathan Fiteni

170 - Engage Minds With QR Codes
Rahma Al Alawi

Technology-Based Teaching and Learning

02-L2-033 | Multipurpose Hall 2 | Convention Center
348 - Why EFL courses must have an e-learning component?
Tarek Youssef Sida

125 - Using Mobile Phones for Vocabulary Learning
Silvia Vaccino-Salvadore

141 - The Role Of Technology in Attaining Higher Standards of Achievement and Conduct
Hala El Miniawi

Featured Sessions
Room - Auditorium | Convention Center

Bit by Bit: Digitizing English language and skills
Gary Pathare

Action Research is Teachers’ Theorisation of their Practice
Lavinia Tamarua & Maria Brown

Teacher Education and Professional Development

F-GF-003 | F Wing
190 - When to correct & monitor
Raghdah Al-Madany

327 - Improving the Efficacy of Intercultural Training for Teachers: A RP focused Intervention
Samiah Ghounaim

Teacher Education and Professional Development

F-GF-005 | F Wing
76 - Impact of Task-Based Language Teaching on Essay Writing Skills
Rabia Mahmood

406 - Understanding and Improving In-Service Teacher Training at PSU
Noha Yahya Maakafi

Teaching/Learning Grammar

F-GF-007 | F Wing
152 - Verb tenses LIVE: grab them with your grammar lessons
Derek Straat

Teaching/Learning Grammar
F-GF-008 | F Wing
93 - Acquisition of English tenses among Arabic-English language learners

Sulaiman Alqadhibi

21 - L2 English Acquisition of Indefiniteness by L1 Kuwaiti Arabic Speakers
lvan Ivanov, Marta Tryzna

www.allt-uae.org
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14:30 - 15:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

14:30 - 15:00

14:30 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

Program - Saturday, 10" March

Teaching/Learning Writing

F-GF-026 | F Wing
91 - Bridging Oral Tradition with Academic Writing
Stephanie Siam

Bilingualism and Multilingualism

F-GF-015 | F Wing
48 - Refuting the NEST Fallacy through Equality in ELT
Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

363 - Educate a Woman: Educate a Nation: Opportunities for Progress in Uganda
Fatihiya Migdad Saad

Adult Language Learning | Student Motivation

F-GF-014 | F Wing
60 - How an Arabic language student acquired Gulf Pidgin Arabic in the UAE
William Cook

381 - A Conceptual Home for Reading in Arabic, Chinese, English: A Schema analysis
Xu Liu, Negmeldin Alsheikh, Maha Alhabbash, Najah Al-Mohammedi, Safa AlOthali, Ghada Alkilani

308 - EAP and Low-level Students: It Definitely Works!
Mubina Rauf

Student Motivation

F-GF-013 | F Wing
163 - Student motivation
Bushra Al Naqgbi

200 - Engaging Teenage Learners
Satya Priya Anand

Globalization and Language Teaching

F-GF-033 | F Wing
55 - SLA and Study Abroad: Perspectives from the SAREP Project (COST Action 15130)
Martin Howard

183 - Using 21st Century Skills/Themes to Prepare Students for College/Career
Inas Kotby

116 - Language Teaching Associations: A Short Lesson on Our Long History
Garon Wheeler

Globalization and Language Teaching

F-GF-034 | F Wing
174 - “Teaching is happening in Arabic anyway”: EMI in Saudi Arabia
Ismael Louber, Salah Troudi

PD Course 4 - English Language Teacher Efficiency & Effectiveness
F-GF-036 | F Wing

Creative Teaching & You

Bushra Latif

The Reflective Teacher
Fatmah Ali

www.allt-uae.org
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PD Course 5 - Psychology in the Language Classroom

F-GF-037 | F Wing

14:30 - 15:30 Differentiated Instruction for English Language Teachers: A Means of Empowering
Learners and Teachers Alike
Nicos Sifakis

15:30- 16:30 A Relational Perspective on Language Education for A Globalized World
Sarah Mercer

PD Course 6 - Teaching with Web 2.0 Technologies
F-GF-038 | F Wing

14:30 - 15:30  Creating Compelling Educational Experiences Through Social Media and Authentic Language Practice
Greg Kessler

15:30 - 16:30  Technology in Language Teaching & Learning
Anjali Rajan

Room : Auditorium | Convention Center
16:00 - 16:30  Closing Ceremony

www.allt-uae.org
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ABSTRACTS

Najib Jarad

14:30-15:00 | 9 March
Room : F-GF-008 | F Wing

Vocabulary knowledge is critical to reading comprehension
and research indicates that the intentional, explicit
teaching of specific words and word-learning strategies
can both add words to students’ vocabularies and improve
reading comprehension of texts containing those words.
The present study explored the effects of explicit and
systematic teaching of morphemic analysis on vocabulary
learning and comprehension. The class taught by the
researcher was purposely taught the most common (30)
prefixes and the most common (30) roots. Following
fourteen 50-minute lessons, students were tested on
their ability to recall the meanings of words used to teach
the morphemic analysis skills, to derive meanings for
new words that contained taught morphemic elements,
and to comprehend text containing new words. The
results indicated that (a) there was an immediate and
delayed effect of morphemic analysis for lesson words,
and (b) there was evidence that a morphemic approach
improved students’ vocabulary and, consequently, their
comprehension. The findings of this study provide support
for the implementation of a morphemic approach to
vocabulary instruction.

Nara Avtandilyan

13:00-13:30 | 8 March
Room 1:02-L2-023 |Convention Center

Over the past few decades, a wide range of alternative
assessment forms have become popular in foreign language
learning and teaching. After many years of multiple-choice
items being used as a dominant item format in large-scale
standardized assessments, educators and test developers
have realized the need to change the current practice of
assessment to follow the trend of educational reform. As
a result there has been a move towards more authentic,
performance assessments (Frechtling et al.,, 2002).
Performance assessments can take on many different
forms, which include written and oral demonstrations and
activities that can be completed by either a group or an
individual (Moskal, 2000). However, assessing student
projects can sometimes be a problem because there is
no clear answer or solution. For this reason, rubrics have
become increasingly popular. Various researchers agree on
scoring rubrics as avital part of learner autonomy, providing
the opportunity for learners to self- or peer assess their
own progress and thus helping them to focus on their
own learning. Popham (1997) sees them as “instructional
illuminators”. The purpose of this presentation is to provide
insights on scoring rubrics for speaking skills and report
on teachers’ and students’ perceptions of the rubrics.

www.allt-uae.org

Silvia Yafai

15:30-16:30 - 9 March
F-GF-013 | F Wing

Key 21st century skills such as critical analysis, adaptability,
collaboration and cross-cultural communication are
enhanced through the qualities of a global mindset. This
interactive session will explore ways in which educators
can equip students with global competencies and essential
capabilities to engage, innovate and succeed in a rapidly
changing and globalized world. Drawing on case studies
from the UAE and beyond, participants will explore the
importance of critical reflection and engagement with
contemporary global issues, as essential components of
transformative learning. The focus will be on creating
experiential learning experiences that enable students to
develop a global mindset and make meaningful, real-world
connections that extend beyond the classroom

Hassan Mabloul

12:00-12:30 | 10 March
Room : F-GF-005 | F Wing

This study aims to uncover the idiosyncrasies regarding
teacher educators’ understanding of reflective practice
(RP). RP is a process through which the practitioner
structures or restructures actions, beliefs, knowledge
and theories that inform teaching for the purpose of
professional development (Zwozdiak-Myers, 2010). To
develop life-long learners, educators are expected to have
a well-defined perception of RP that will ultimately hold
it distinct from mere thinking. To come to grips with this
social reality (educators’ perception of RP), an exploratory
study involving three participants was conducted at a
UAE tertiary education institution using semi-structured
interviews as tools for generating data. Analysis of
the qualitative data was guided by the socio-cultural
perspective which can offer a fuller picture of thinking
processes: it assumes that construction of cognition is
not an individual process, but rather a collaborative one

(Rogoff, & Chavajay, 1995).

The findings reveal that participants have positive attitude
and defined understanding of the nature of reflective
practice: they perceive RP as both a synonym and a
vehicle for critical thinking, experiential learning, and self-
managed continual professional development (CPD).

Pedagogical implications will be drawn, and attendees will
be engaged in both reflecting on the findings and sharing
their own experiences with reflection.
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Ali Shehadeh

10:30-11:00 - 9 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) stood the test of
time for over 2 decades. During these 20 years or so TBLT
has expanded and still expands in range, scope, complexity
and importance as an approach and methodology to
second/foreign language (L2) learning, teaching and
assessment. Many teachers around the world are shifting
their teaching practices toward TBLT based on the strong
belief that TBLT facilitates second language acquisition
(SLA) and makes L2 learning and teaching more principled
and more effective (Ogilvie & Dunn, 2010, p. 162). (See
Bygate, 2015; Long, 2015, for recent overviews of the
field).

In spite of that, TBLT is yet to exploit its full potential. The
main purpose of this presentation is to propose a research
agenda that moves TBLT research and implementations
forward to new boundaries. These include (i) TBLT
and content-based instruction, (ii) TBLT and learner-
centered instruction, (iii) TBLT and English for specific
purposes, and (iv) TBLT and languages other than English.
lllustrative examples will be shared with the audience for
these suggested lines of research.

Amreen Najmi

15:30-16:30 - 9 March
F--GF-003 | F Wing

Storyboard is a series of still photographs edited together
and presented on screen in a sequence. Usually, a voiceover,
soundtrack and sound effects are added to the piece to
create a presentation to show a scene or a short story. As
we know most of our students love photography, so why
not use story boarding in our classes and make students
tell us their story in 10 - 20 frames? In this presentation
the presenter will introduce how ESL teachers can use
storyboard to make their students work in groups and
help them brainstorm ideas, eventually leading them to
write and tell their story in front the class. This will help
students in both writing and speaking. There are different
apps which can be used for different activities.The students
take pictures or even act in their friend’s stories if needed
and this makes it really fun and enjoyable yet at the same
time helpful in learning good vocabulary and grammar.
Attendees can see how these activities can also cover all
four skills reading, writing, listening and speaking. Detailed
handouts will be provided to the attendees to help them
use this technique in their class.

Lisa Theisen

12:00 - 12:30 | 10 March
Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center

It is widely accepted that content-based instruction helps
to contextualise language, but educators might be daunted
by the idea of using non-graded L1 novels for content-
based instruction. While there are several reasons why a
short novel may not be the ideal choice for all situations,
| have used scaffolding for several short novels, including:
William Golding’s Lord of the Flies, John Steinbeck’s The
Pearl and Lois Lowry’s The Giver, with success.

| have had the greatest success scaffolding and teaching
The Giver to second year Japanese EFL students. | will
present practical ideas for using this novel to teach all four
language skills as well as suggestions for how to use the
novel for vocabulary building and creative writing. | hope
that by sharing my ideas and examples, participants can
take away useful ideas for how they might create materials
and use L1 novels in their own ESL/EFL courses. | hope to
help prove that with a little innovation and some easy-to-
create materials, using the L1 novel in the L2 classroom
does not have to be a daunting task and can be just as
advantageous to students’ language learning as using
graded readers or texts, if not more so.

Hussam Alzieni

14:30-15:00 | 9 March
Room : F-GF-003 | F Wing

The penetration of mobile technology into our everyday life
is evident. Smartphones and iPads are taking their place in
everyday life and education as well. It is believed that using
mLearning could positively affect students’ language skills
and sub skills. It would also add to students’ autonomy. The
impetus of this research arose from the fact that it is an
empirical study which can give some insight and answers to
questions about the effectiveness of using mLearning and
its effect on Learner Autonomy. The research suggested a
model to measure the development of Learner Autonomy.
Itis called | & ME Leaner Autonomy Development Indicator.
In this presentation, the presenter will handle learner
autonomy in second language acquisition and will show
the results of his experiment which concluded the positive
impact of mLearning on Learner Autonomy in general.

www.allt-uae.org
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Eric Hagley

11:00 - 11:30 | 10 March
F-GF-033 | F Wing

In Fall 2016 and Spring 2017 students from the UAE,
Japan, Colombia and 5 other countries completed pre and
post-questionnaires after participating in the international
virtual exchange project (IVEProject). The questionnaires
measured inter-cultural sensitivity and understanding of
one’s own culture. There were improvements in students’
understanding of their own culture and appreciation of
other cultures. In addition, language development could
be seen over the period. The IVEProject has had almost
10,000 students and 180 teachers from 8 countries
in South America, Asia, the Middle East and Europe
participating in a number of virtual exchanges over the
last 18 months. Students interact online in English as a
lingua franca on a Moodle platform. To assuage security
concerns and improve connectivity a number of tools were
used to connect the students. Each exchange is carried
out over an 8-week period with various tasks employed to
encourage student interaction. The exchanges, sponsored
by a Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology grant, are free of charge to
participants. The exchange will be outlined and attendees
will be welcomed to join. Information on how they can do
this will also be supplied.

Huda Jamal

13:00 - 13:30 | 8 March
Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center

The 21st ELT teachers are carpenters coming to class
with a toolbox full of learning devices. The more teachers
embrace new methods to select from, the richer the learning
environment is. In this presentation, I'd like to share
the multiple functions of OneNote Class Notebook with
reference to the SAMAR Model. OneNote Class Notebook
represents an ideal 21st century learning environment.
It embraces all the SAMAR levels (substitution/
augmentation/ modification/ and reflection). It is part of
Office 365 and once a user has an account, Class Notebook
can be synched to OneNote in any device and all OneNote
features are utilized. OneNote Class Notebook main
folders are collaboration, content library and students’
personal folders. The collaboration folder is a smart
mobile page where the teacher and students are full editors
(modification/reflection levels). The content library is
controlled by the teacher and viewed by students. It is the
teacher’s repository smart board to class (substitution/

www.allt-uae.org

augmentation levels). Students’ personal folders are
ePortfolios that are shared between the student and the
teacher (augmentation/ modification levels). To sum up,
OneNote Class Notebook is an integrated learning toolbox
full of powerful interactive devices that assist teachers to
enhance the 21st century learning environment.

Fatma Ismail

15:30 - 16:00 | 8 March
Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center

The presentation will focus on the finding of a critical
exploratory research study | conducted recently. The study
explores teachers’ philosophies about language assessment
and their views regarding teachers’ involvement in
assessment practices in a private university in Kuwait. It
has been observed that the assessment tools used in the
studied context do not reflect the actual competence of
the learners; both learners and teachers are not satisfied
with these assessment procedures, as their voices are not
heard or included in assessment decisions because the
assessment practices are handled by exam committees.
In order to investigate and understand the observed
problem, the study employed an interpretive approach
whereby interviews were conducted with teachers working
in the studied context, in which they self-reported their
philosophies about language assessment, involvement
in assessment practices, current assessment practices,
and their current roles. Findings showed discrepancies
between teachers’ philosophies about assessment and
their current practices, in addition to their dissatisfaction
towards the assessment procedures practised in the
described context. The study recommends development in
the assessment policies adopted in the described context
and the necessity of providing teachers’ training in sound
academic and practical procedures in assessment to make
teachers literate assessment educators.
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Miles Pennington

10:30 - 11:00 | 9 March
F-GF-006 | F Wing

Web development can be used to ‘flip’ the curriculum
of EFL classes. The presenter will describe how he has
used open source web development to deliver input to
Saudi undergraduate EFL students’ mobile devices and
computers for homework and test preparation. Through
the use of Blogger, Google’s free blogging platform,
Google Drive, Learnclick, Socrative, Kahoot!, Quizlet,
Jing and Flipgrid, nearly all of the elements of a learning
management system can be leveraged to engage the
students before during and after class. Tasks such as video
blogging, online quizzes, and collaborative virtual projects
on phones, tablets and other online devices streamlines
the learning process. Gamification through online
platforms further engages the students’ competitiveness
and accelerates learning in the classroom. The presenter
will allow time for audience members to ask questions for
additional information. Intended audience: EFL teachers.

Olga Spuskanyuk

11:30 - 12:30 | 9 March
Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center

Scaffolding is broadly considered to be an important
element of effective teaching, and many EFL teachers
almost certainly use various forms of instructional
scaffolding in their teaching. Scaffolding is the support
given during the learning process which is tailored to
the needs of the student with the intention of helping
the student achieve his or her learning goals. Successful
reading instruction scaffolds include strategies such as
drawing upon a student’s prior knowledge, the use of realia
and other visual aids, thinking maps, charts, diagrams,
transitional words and breaking complex tasks into easier
steps to facilitate student achievement. Other successful
scaffolding strategies that promote deeper engagement
include different types of questions, summarizing, making
predictions, front loading critical vocabulary and thinking
aloud. Scaffolding encourages students to read more
challenging texts that engage their interest. What makes
scaffolding even more effective is the participation of the
teacher who knows his or her students and the level of
support they need. In this session, the presenter will share
practical scaffolding tips and strategies for improving
reading comprehension skills in any EFL classroom.
Participants will learn about easy and creative ways how
to implement a few of the strategies mentioned above in
their reading classes.

Debra Mcdermott

15:00 - 15:30 | 9 March
F-GF-014 | F Wing

Globalisation and the increasing diversity of language
learning settings has led to a need for new ways to
understand and conceptualise learner motivation,
and especially the notion of intrinsic motivation. This
presentation draws on Dornyei’s L2 Motivation Self
System and on research undertaken in the UAE in order
to explore students’ motivated learning behaviour from
the perspectives of their current and future identities,
or possible selves. In particular, it looks at the place
and meaning of English language in Emirati student and
graduate identities and how this relates to their future
participation and success in the work force. Practical
teaching strategies for enhancing learner engagement
and motivation are proposed and an agenda for further
investigation and research is also suggested.

Noora Al Mazrouei

11:30 - 12:00 - 10 March
Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center

This is an action research report which was conducted to
investigate the impact of formative feedback on writing. It
was carried out in the UAE at a primary school for boys,
with three participants in third grade. To do my research,
error correction codes and written feedback were used
over eight weeks. To gather more data about the research,
the following data collection tools were used: interviews,
questionnaires, artifacts and checklists. The qualitative
data showed that using error correction codes and written
feedback seemed to improve students’ writing. These
results match with Harmer (2004) who states that using
comments can be extremely useful, which helps students
to expand their ideas, and avoid mistakes in their final
version. Further research on the same area could be helpful
to measure the long-term impact of formative feedback on
writing for older students.

www.allt-uae.org




e

ABSTRACTS

AL

Ivan Ivanov | Marta Tryzna

15:00 - 15:30 - 10 March
F-GF-008 | F Wing

The L2 English acquisition of indefiniteness has long been
identified as problematic for L1 Arabic speakers even at
an advanced stage due to the underlying differences in
the grammar of the two languages with respect to the
indefinite article use. Although Kuwaiti Arabic uses no article
with indefinite count nouns, learners rarely omit the indefinite
article in L2 English, as non-facilitative transfer would predict.
Instead, they tend to overuse THE across indefinite contexts.
The present study seeks to investigate the causes of article
misuse in six semantic and syntactic conditions: indefinite
specific, indefinite non-specific, indefinite partitive, indefinite
non partitive, and indefinite with unmodified and a modified
noun head (modification by a relative clause or a prepositional
phrase). The data elicitation procedure involves a forced-
choice elicitation task targeting the L2 English article use
across the six conditions with singular and plural NPs. The
participants are advanced learners of English with L1 Kuwaiti
Arabic (N=52). The results indicate persistent definiteness
effects in the syntactic condition involving modification by
a relative clause as well as in the semantic condition of
partitivity. This points to the underlying representation of
indefiniteness as constructed context-by-context rather
than being part of a-priori abstract representation.

Tobias Prior & Colin Michel

10:30 - 11:00 - 9 March
F-GF-034 | F Wing

At present, the identity of English as the preeminent
international language is more or less unassailable.
Although this status is accepted, one major point of
controversy is the process of how the language got to.
On the one hand there is the position where scholars
assert that English rose to prominence through a
series of fortuitous accidents of history. On the other
is the competing view that the rise of English was no
happy accident, but was a premeditated long term plan,
formulated by states that sought to use the English
language to achieve advantage over their competitors.
The question that this presentation seeks to examine is
which of these two positions is best supported by facts.
Two presenters will attempt to persuade the audience that
their view is the correct one. One will champion the thesis
of Linguistic Imperialism, while the other will denounce
it as a paranoid conspiracy theory, not worthy of serious
consideration. Both presenters will use facts and figures
that either will, or won’t support the thesis. At the end
of the presentation, audience members will be invited to
contribute to the debate and share their own views on this
controversial topic.

www.allt-uae.org

Suhair Al Alami, Shadi Hijazi, Anjum Azeez
Nour Al Okla

11:00 - 11:30 - 9 March
F-GF-033 | F Wing

Characterized by the expansion of knowledge and
technological revolution, the current era necessitates the
enhancement of a formula capable of keeping pace with recent
developments. Effective university education, therefore,
involves much more than enabling students to master basic
knowledge. What is it then that would contribute significantly
to quality university education? Obviously, a number of
factors are involved amongst the most prominent of which
is acquisition of the four Cs: communication, collaboration,
creativity and critical thinking. With the four Cs in mind, the
presenters are going to discuss three research projects the
aim of which is to augment students’ communication skills
in English as a foreign language (EFL) through emphasizing
digital communication, intercultural competence, collaboration,
creativity, and critical thinking. It is worth mentioning that
the three research projects were conducted at a university in
Dubai throughout the academic year 2016-2017, involving
one hundred students. Three different questionnaires of
twelve items each were administered to the participating
students. The reason for setting three questionnaires was to
gain clear ideas about how each project could contribute to
acquiring communication skills in English as the global lingua
franca. In light of the study’s findings, recommendations will
be made for EFL specialists to consider.
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Raniyah Kamal

10:30 - 11:00 | 9 March
F-GF-007 | F Wing

This presentation is based on a study that explored the
effect of integrating critical thinking tasks on enhancing
students’ vocabulary knowledge. In order to measure the
effect of critical thinking tasks on vocabulary knowledge,
certain activities were given to 26 female students
during the teaching process of vocabulary. The students
were between 16 and 18 years old, and they were at an
intermediate level of English language proficiency. To
indicate the effectiveness of those strategies, two groups
of students were tested. The results indicated that the
integration of critical thinking tasks and their implications
on English language learning and teaching were effective.

Mahmoud Sultan Nafa

14:30 - 15:00 - 9 March
Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center

This presentation defines the concept of assessment
and its role in the teaching and the learning process as
it demonstrates how it guides, enriches and corrects the
whole educational process. In addition, it explores the
types of assessments in terms assessment for learning,
assessment as learning and assessment of learning and
gives practical examples of each type. In addition, it
highlights quick strategies for implementing formative
assessment through CATs techniques. The presentation
points out the professional strategies of implementing and
exploring assessment. Furthermore, it focuses on the MC
questions due to their extensive usage and the widespread
controversy of their parts and phrasing in terms of usage
and phrasing highlighting the best strategies for writing
the professionally.

Mouna Abou Assali

12:30 - 13:00 - 8 March
Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center

Teachers are at the heart of a variety of fluctuating
emotions. They are faced with classroom challenges
in getting all their students interested and engaged in
curriculum learning activities. They never give up on
trying what may turn their classrooms into conducive
and positive environments. For this purpose, they are in
constant need to pause and reflect on what triggers or
hinders their students’ learning. In this discussion group,
the presenter will share her experience being frequently
involved in shared and reflective professional discussions
with her professional colleagues. She will talk about the
reflective learning cycle she has been through and the
“Aha moment” that has changed her teaching compass.
That included using alternative teaching strategies based
on “the attribution theory of motivation and emotion”, and
developing a highly recommended element of emotional
intelligence (EQ). The audience of this session will be
invited to share similar or different reflective learning
experiences that positively impacted their professional
growth.

Nour Al Okla

11:30 - 12:00 - 9 March
F-GF-015 | F Wing

Motivational influences have been acknowledged to play
an important role in the process of second language
learning. However, the construct of learner motivation is
rarely explored as a diverse and dynamic construct. The
study explores the motivational influences that impact 76
Arab undergraduate learners of English in the UAE. Two
surveys, four written responses, and self-portraits were
used to obtain data on the participants’ beliefs, emotions,
and expectations of learning English. The findings of the
study highlighted the diversity, dynamicity and complexity
of the construct of learner motivation in the learners’
learning experiences. The data revealed significant
differences in the ways they responded to the learning
setting, the extent to which they used English outside of
class and their perception of the role of English in their
lives. Analysis of the data revealed complex interactions
amongst the unique characteristics of individual learners
and aspects of their motivation resulting in the complex,
dynamic system known as the L2 motivational self-system.
The study calls for raising learners’ awareness of the
factors which influence their motivation and strategies
which enable them to manage their emotions during the
ongoing learning process.

www.allt-uae.org
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Hind Elyas

10:30 - 11:30 - 10 March
Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center

Effective teaching means fostering success for all students
and helping them become problem solvers and self-
directed learners. In order to do so, teachers are expected
to realize that students are different and they do not all
learn the same way. Differentiating instruction is doing
what is fair for students; it means creating multiple paths
so that students of different abilities, interests, or learning
needs experience equally appropriate ways to learn. This
requires presenting the same task in different ways at
different levels so that all students can approach it in
their own ways. This workshop focuses on differentiated
instruction and how it allows teachers to meet the needs
of their learners the different types of learners such as
the visual learners, auditory learners and kinesthetic
learners. It is important for teachers to understand these
differences so they can implement best practice strategies
into their curriculum and assessments.

Hanadi Mirza

11:00 - 11:30 - 9 March
F-GF-027 | F Wing

Most students reach the university level with
underdeveloped writing skill in general and poor essay
writing in particular. Students may confuse paragraph and
essay structures. Their written productions might lack
coherence and cohesion. They may even confuse genres
and write a descriptive essay instead of an argumentative
one. The teaching videos | developed and posted on my
YouTube channel have proven to be beneficial for my
students who used the teaching tips as guidelines when
writing their essays.

In this workshop, teacher-participants will:

1. Identify the various elements of the essay using visuals,
2. Plan various writing prompts as a preparation to write
an essay, and

3. Develop YouTube videos in order to help their students
become better writers.

Richard Harrison

10:30 - 11:00 - 10 March
Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center

This interactive talk demonstrates how Critical Thinking
can be taught explicitly in the language classroom with
particular emphasis on writing. It looks firstly at how
students can be encouraged to think about their own
thinking (metacognition) and then presents a number of
thinking activities which can be used in the classroom.
Activities such as puzzles and problem solving tasks
can help to train the brain - like a mental gym. Other
activities focus on practising specific critical thinking
skills. A study of academic writing at a university in the
region revealed a lack of critical thinking in students’
reports and essays. For example, arguments or opinions
were often weakly presented with a resort to exaggeration,
emotion and anecdotal evidence to support their claims.
Activities presented in the talk show how students can be
encouraged to building strong arguments through reason,
evidence and examples as well as by providing sources for
their information. Students are also shown how to use
data tentatively and how to distinguish fact from opinion.
Inaccurate and misleading advertising can be used to
train students to ask probing questions. Finally the use of
‘thinking frameworks’, which help students organise their
thinking, is demonstrated .
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Rabia Khatoon

11:30 - 12:00 - 10 March
F-GF-027 | F Wing

Task-based language teaching is a student-centered
approach to second language instruction, wherein activities
focus on having students use authentic target language
in order to complete meaningful tasks, i.e. situations they
might encounter in the real world and other project-based
assignments. In a task-based lesson the teacher doesn’t
pre-determine what language will be studied, the lesson
is based around the completion of a central task and the
language studied is determined by what happens as the
students complete it. TBLT has, in part, emerged out of
the need for language educators to help learners with
both acquiring the knowledge of language and honing
their skills and abilities to use their knowledge in real-
world. That includes real life scenarios and interactions,
having a primary focus on meaning, inducing learners to
draw on their linguistic and cognitive resources, and being
outcome-oriented in the sense that learners are required to
use language to accomplish some sort of real activity. The
presenter will talk about a number of tasks that she uses
in her class to make sure the learners have a full chance
to practice language, thus making it a communicative
learning approach.
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Irma-Kaarina Ghosn

15:30 - 16:00 - 8 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

Young children differ significantly from their older peers
linguistically and cognitively, and this has bearing on both
classroom instruction and assessment. Traditional pencil-
and-paper tasks used in upper primary school language
classes are not appropriate in the very young learner
classrooms. While summative assessment is often linked
to accountability of programs and teachers, or used
to compare or rank students, the primary purpose of
formative assessment is to benefit learners, improve their
learning, and help teachers know what may need to be re-
taught or practiced more. Formative assessment can also
help identify learners who may need additional support.
All assessment tasks should be age appropriate, both in
content and methodology, take into account learners’
culture, and reflect the current knowledge of how students
learn. The presenter briefly reviews key aspects of the
cognitive development of children ages 4 to 8, an age group
rapidly growing in ELT around the world. The presenter
proposes a cycle integrating instruction with assessment.
She then shares samples of assessment activities that are
appropriate for children in this age range, and that can be
used for both formative and summative assessment.

Vance Stevens

14:30 - 15:00 - 9 March
Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center

The presenter has for the past few years been refining
techniques to overcome shortcomings in the digital
keyboards inherent to most tablet computers and other
mobile devices by using voice to help students compose
and revise essays on their iPads. The technique uses
Google Docs or similar online word processing software
such as Office 365, for voice input. However, Arab students
have problems getting voice recognition to work for them
in English, so the presenter has them begin their essays on
paper, create a blank online document, and share it with
the teacher. The teacher then uses the voice capability
native to his or her tablet device to read what the students
have written into their shared online documents prior to
having them revise those documents on their tablets. This
20 minute presentation will demonstrate the technique,
discuss problems encountered and solutions discovered,
and show examples of student-teacher interaction during
the revision process using this technique.

Suchitra Vijay Verma

10:30 - 11:00 - 9 March
F-GF-014 | F Wing

The purpose of this 3-part presentation is to help
participant teachers reflect upon their own actions as
mentors and how they have been effective in turning
students’ lives; behaviour and attitudes in particular. A
major component of the presentation throughout will
be reflection and participants’ shared beliefs. The first
part will begin with a question to think about ways of
approaching different and difficult students and why such
approaches are needed in any classroom setting. The
significance of mentoring will be discussed and the question
“how can this be done?” will be considered. Secondly,
some pertinent benefits of effective mentoring will be
discussed. In the above 2 phases research studies will be
cited to support statements detailed in the presentation.
Finally, a reflection activity will be conducted to conclude
the session. In this activity, participants will talk about
situation(s) when they supported or were supported.
Information or insights gained during this discussion will
enable participants to understand why mentoring our
students is extremely vital and of paramount importance.
My overall approach will be explanatory and participants
should walk leave the session with the realisation that
mentoring is much more than supporting and advising.

Tony Waterman

10:30 - 11:00 - 10 March
Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center

This 22-slide research paper presents findings and
implications on one aspect of my doctoral thesis: exploring
materials writers’ activities focusing on the rationale
and strategies used by writers when they are evaluating
authentic material they produce for the ELT classroom. All
the participants in the study are active materials producers
working mainly in tertiary education in the Sultanate of
Oman with their writing focusing on general English, ESP
and EAP courses. My research question relating to this
aspect of my thesis is: what do materials writers view as key
aspects to their evaluation of the materials they produce?
This paper outlines major elements from the literature
on evaluation procedures carried out before, during and
after materials are produced and piloted in the classroom
including reference to stakeholders and future audiences
and potential problems which can prevent effective
evaluation. The study explores materials evaluation from
an interpretative and socially-constructed viewpoint using
both quantitative and qualitative data which is analysed
to produce major themes. These are then discussed with
three key implications arising from these writer’s practices
when evaluating whether and how to use or adapt authentic
material for classroom use.
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Ahmed Khateeb

12:00 - 12:30 - 9 March
F-GF-004 | F Wing

Understanding the criteria of telecollaborative tasks are
essential to boost learners’ linguistic, communicative
and intercultural competence. This research aims to fill
the gap in relation to identifying the correlational effect
of gender and region on the recognition of the concept
of telecollaboration in the sociocultural context of Saudi
Arabia. It also focuses on determining and assessing
aspects of the criteria of telecollaborative tasks currently
employed language learning settings. One hundred and
fifty-five EFL teachers have randomly participated in this
study. On a basis of a quantitative analysis, it was reported
that gender and region have no effect on the practice of
telecollaboration. The findings have also shown that
current language learning tasks match some aspects of
the criteria of telecollaborative tasks focus on meaning,
negotiation and reflection-oriented. Finally, this research
has assessed the current situation of EFL settings to
identify the extent of current EFL classes in light of the
telecollaboration requirements.

Banani Roy Chowdhury

14:30 - 15:30 | 9 March
Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center

The Brain-Targeted Teaching (BTT) model is a pedagogical
framework that seeks to connect research and practice by
providing instructors with a cohesive model of effective
instruction based on the neurocognitive sciences. BTT is
one of the most popular ways of teaching that is gaining
momentum in the world of education. It consists of six
stages of the teaching and learning process that are
referred as brain targets.

This will be an interactive session where participants
will get an idea of the instructional strategies that can
foster true learning and inform pedagogical approaches
in a variety of classroom environments. The session will
explain how the knowledge of brain sciences helps in
understanding learning differences and control student
behavior. Educators will also learn about recent research
on how the brain acquires information and get exciting
ideas about conditions and environment that can optimize
learning and make ‘Big’ Changes in student engagement
and performance.

www.allt-uae.org

Pooja Sancheti

12:30 - 13:00 | 8 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

Principles and practices of language assessment have
evolved and diversified tremendously over the last two
decades. The actual purpose of assessment decides
what type of assessment should be carried out and there
indeed are many different types. Each type of assessment
has its own function and is indicative of students’ level,
performance, acquisition, etc. A lot of research is available
about best practices in language assessment including
methods, their effectiveness and outcome. Assessment
planning is of utmost importance. Similarly, providing
students effective feedback based on their assessment
is an essential part of the assessment cycle. Feedback
must be constructive in nature, something that helps in
students’ progression. The presentation aims to discuss
strategies for giving effective feedback and will go over
dos and don’ts of providing feedback. It will also discuss
the benefits of effective feedback to the students, teachers
and the institution. The presenter will provide examples
of how not to confuse feedback with giving advice and
giving a grade. Effective feedback encourages learner
autonomy and performance improvement. The aim of an
educator should be teaching for learning to take place.
The presentation will include different components of an
assessment cycle and overall planning of the cycle.

Hayam Mohamed

10:30 - 11:00 - 10 March
F-GF-034 | F Wing

Language and communication have an interchangeable role
since language is the powerful tool that enables human
beings to communicate ideas, express feelings and convey
experiences. Communication is built through diverse and
complex perceived and interpreted internal and external
factors of the objective world and our own cognitive schemata.
Critical language awareness (CLA) is based on critical
discourse analysis (CDA) and rooted in the changing roles
and practices of language and the modes of communication.
This presentation discusses language awareness in language
education and the implications of its criticality with special
attention to the social aspects of language and the notions of
globalization, language hegemony, and power in the modern
world which overlap with the contemporary role of language
awareness and social change. | stress the importance of taking
the approach of critical language awareness and adopting a
critical ideology in the classroom that looks beyond language
correlation with the society, and instead raises questions of
power and difference in order to get the real meaning behind
the spoken and written word.
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Robert lain Collins

12:00 - 12:30 | 9 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

This presentation addresses how film making can be
incorporated into the EFL classroom. Students make short
films using their smart phones experimenting with different
styles and topics, including “film essays”, grammar points,
interviews, informational pieces, etc. Due to the students’
reluctance to appear on the screen they use stick figures
as their avatars, or narrate illustrations on storyboards.
Their work can then be uploaded to a private YouTube
channel. | will show some examples of the students’ work
— most films are under two minutes in length - and then
discuss the benefits of film making in an EFL classrooms.
| have found that the accessibility of the technology
involved in film making increases motivation and builds
confidence. The vehicle of film making also lends itself
to collaboration and collaborative learning and can lead
to greater retention. Moreover, the stages of making a
film require the students to plan, make decisions, and be
creative — all of which are desirable and transferable skills.
Studies in the UK have found the use of film and filmmaking
in native speaker schools has increased engagement,
critical understanding, and test results. It has also been
found to improve critical understanding and written
communication.

Soad E. Mizher

16:00 — 17:00 | 8 March
Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center

With the development of computerized technology, the
way we perceive teaching of language has undergone
great changes. Not so long ago, the methods of language
teaching mainly focused on the direct approach, the
grammar-translation, audio-lingual, the
approach, communicative language teaching, community
language learning, task-based language learning, etc. These
methods, however they have been effective previously, they
served the need and application of some theories in certain
times. Nowadays, computers and smart devices are widely
used in every field, the Internet has become compulsory
in daily life, and more and more students become fond of
using applications and programs rather than text books.
That is why the way of teaching language should change
accordingly. Using Technology has become as essential for
21st century skills, as books and pencils were in the 20th.
In this workshop we will introduce some of the applications
and programs that helped enhance teaching skills to Saudi
students in collaborative learning and problem solving in
the areas of speaking, listening, writing and vocabulary
acquisition, and the technique of flipping the classroom.

structural
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Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

11:30 - 12:30 - 10 March
Multipurpose Hall 2 - 02-L2-033 - | Convention Center

Young Learners are hooked and plugged-in to mobiles and
multimedia devices all the time. Edmodo can help them utilize
their mobile devices and make learning engaging through
technology. ‘Edmodo’ helps teachers and instructors alike
in utilizing mobiles for better learning. ‘Edmodo’ acts like
a complete LMS not only to help students and teachers
collaborate better but also to keep a track of their grades and
progress in class. The application works on CALL, interactive
learning and individualised learning. The presenter has been
immensely successful with the application. Through this
workshop, she intends to share her knowledge and experiences.
The attendees would be given hands on experience and
guided through step by step approach to download and
sign up as students and teachers to make the most of this
useful application. This workshop aims at demonstrating, how
Edmodo can essentially be a tool that helps teachers facilitate
the language learning process. It can be used to reinforce what
has already been learnt in the classroom, or as a remedial tool
to help learners who require additional support. The workshop
will encourage feedback and questions from attendees on the
application.

Mohamed Al Mohamady

11:00-11:30 - 9 March
F-GF-004 | F Wing

This presentation provides innovative ideas of using digital
tools such as Edmodo, Word Clouds, Padlet, and Office
Mixed Tools. In addition, it demonstrates how to integrate
these tools in a way that helps teachers increase their
learners’ autonomy, confidence, motivation, engagement
and language production. It provides practical ideas for
using tools to present reading texts, brainstorm ideas
for writing, revise vocabulary, check the understanding
of new grammatical structures, analyse learners’ errors,
and provide students with constructive feedback. All these
aspects and more are achieved through using an Internet
connection and any smart device, such as smart phones,
iPhones, tablets or iPads. It also discusses integrating these
tools with the traditional methods which help teachers
to engage their learners and make the learning process
more interesting. In the same way, it guides learners by
giving them enough space to share ideas and collaborate
in order to learn from each other. As a result, language
production increases and students develop their language
skills through more learner-centered activities and much
practice of the new target language.

Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

10:30 - 11:00 - 10 March
Room 3 - 02-L2-025 | Convention Center

Learning English always poses a challenge to learners. This
paper aims at systematically discussing problems faced
by Arab learners and suggests positive approaches like
differentiating syntactic and semantic differences between
the two languages, contextual and blended learning to
motivate Arab learners overcome difficulties faced by
them in English language learning. English language
learners in the Arab world need to be addressed in a special
way. With the increased necessity of learning English
worldwide, Arab learners are becoming aware, more than
ever before, of their own need for acquiring proficiency in
the language. Negative transfer from language one can
hinder their learning and seriously affect the development
of their productive and receptive skills. This paper
investigates problems typical and distinct to Arab learners
while trying to suggest remedies for the same in order to
develop a theory based on studies and self-experiences.
The conclusions and experiences in the research are
supported and supplemented with information based on
many pilot studies that have been conducted in this field.
The presenter has supported her arguments based on
real classroom experiences. She has been able to achieve
noticeable difference in the performance and motivation
of her students by applying the suggested approaches.

www.allt-uae.org

Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

14:30 - 15:00 | 10 March
F-GF-015 | F Wing

The dichotomous fallacy of NESTs and NNESTs has often
mislead the English teaching community. The study refutes
the myth of NESTs superiority by focusing on special
teaching qualities that make both NESTs and NNESTs
unique and important. It aims at promoting equality in
hiring practices and suggests collaboration between both.

There is no denying the fact that English language teaching
is plagued globally by discriminatory practices and bias
against NNESTs. The dichotomy of NEST and NNEST
is generally based on the looks and the accent of the
English speaking teachers. Non-native English teachers
with high credentials are forced to accept inferior jobs
because the recruiters wish to pursue the market demand
rather than give credit to a person’s pedagogical skills and
language proficiency. A sizable number of NES and NNES
teachers were targeted and contacted along with student
community through online surveys. The research aims to
create awareness in the ELT community in favor of NNESTs
and their pedagogical expertise, encourage credibility for
them at workplace and promote collaboration between
NESTs and NNESTSs.
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Rana Khan Mohammed Ishaque

15:30 - 16:30 | 9 March
F-GF-006 | F Wing

Kahoot! Is an educational learning application that aids in
improving the learning experience for language learners.
It's a blended learning tool that educators could use to
ask questions in a language classroom in a fun-filled
environment. Teaching Grammar and Vocabulary can be
challenging at times. Kahoot makes it easy for the teacher
to turn those boring exercises into exciting competitive
games. The application can be run and played on any
mobile or multimedia device. The presenter has tested the
tool in her class and has been very successful in changing
the learning environment in her classes.

Participants would be guided through hands on experience
step by step to create accounts and explore Kahoot
themselves as well as find and build new Kahoots. Let’s
Kahoot!

Oleksandr Tomchakovskyi, Yuliia Tomchakovska

10:30 - 11:00 | 10 March
F-GF-006 | F Wing

The presenters will define the key terms used in the
mentoring process, discuss different approaches to
mentoring and describe six types of interventions which
may follow the classroom observation. In this workshop
participants will explore the term ‘mentoring’, which is
considered a purposeful and calculated coupling of a more
experienced teacher with a less experienced or novice
person. Participants will analyze 4 approaches to mentoring
and identify their key characteristics, their purposes, and
the contexts in which they might be most appropriate.
We will analyse a model of supportive interaction and
identify how it might be exploited by a mentor. Moreover,
we will identify how classroom observation might be used
in the different approaches to mentoring. This workshop
will also focus on how observations can be supportive
when the objective is to improve teacher performance.
Participants will analyse a number of observation tools for
the assessment of teacher performance and suggest ways
that a mentor can make this process a positive one. This
workshop is intended for language teachers and students.
It may be of particular interest to experienced language
teachers who would like to help their less experienced
colleagues to gain more confidence and autonomy in
carrying out duties.

Dulari Chamakali

10:30 - 11:00 | 10 March
Room 4 - 02-L2-019 | Convention Center

Feedback is one of the most crucial tools to improve
students’ skills in an EFL class. It offers a powerful
approach to enriching teacher practice and significantly
enhances student growth. But the impact of feedback
can be either positive or negative. Unhelpful feedback
could lead to demotivation and impede student learning.
On the other hand, accurate and adequate feedback
can help students narrow the gap between actual and
desired performance. Learning a language is an ongoing
process and lack of effective feedback can lead to learning
stagnancy. My presentation aims to provide a conceptual
analysis of feedback, an understanding of the purpose,
importance and necessity of feedback in the learning
process, the types of feedback and their effectiveness in
terms of promoting student learning. The presentation
also aims to show the relationship between assessments
and feedback and emphasise the need to consider them
not just as grading tools but as integral parts of the
learning process. Feedback when linked to assessments
should focus on looking forward and on how to enhance
learning. Finally, it seeks to explore how these feedback
strategies can be incorporated in EFL classrooms.
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Anna Dillon, Zeina Hojeij, Alecia Perkins
Rima Malkawi

11:30 - 12:00 | 9 March
Multipurpose Hall 2 - 02-L2-033 - | Convention Center

Children’s literature plays an essential role in the
development of children’s literacy skills. Dual language
learners can particularly benefit from the use of picture
books to facilitate comprehension, formulaic language
acquisition, and vocabulary acquisition. This workshop
explores potential criteria to evaluate text quality in dual
language picture books for young children. Findings will
be presented based on a qualitative study that explores
the availability and quality of English/ Arabic dual
language books in an early-years setting in the United
Arab Emirates and the affiliated university library. The
criteria under which the books were explored include
text appearance, language effects, availability of book
information, translation accuracy, and cultural relevance.
The workshop will afford participants an opportunity to
evaluate the books studied using the same five criteria,
except translation accuracy unless participants can
read both languages concerned. The major categories
generated from this study can serve as a checklist to guide
researchers in future studies, educators in various settings
and parents in the community in choosing appropriate dual
language books to enhance bilingual learners’ experiences.

Martin Howard

14:30 - 15:00 - 10 March
F-GF-033 | F Wing

In the context of expanding globalisation where ever-
increasing numbers of students partake in a period
of study abroad, this paper explores the acquisitional
benefits and challenges for second language learning,
especially in relation to the learner’s acquisition needs
post-study abroad following their return to the foreign
language classroom. The findings are based on a large-
scale longitudinal corpus of spoken French which tracks
the learners’ development over two years, at various points
during their sojourn abroad, and thereafter, as a means of
capturing the scope and specificity of the language gains
made. In this paper, we focus especially on the learners’
sociolinguistic development as an area where they must
learn to approach native speaker norms in the use of
different sociolinguistic variables. We focus therefore
on the acquisition of the variable as opposed the more
dominant focus in existing research on the acquisition of
the invariable. Quantitative results will allow us to highlight
the sociolinguistic development made by the learners, but
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also the limitations underpinning their use of a number of
sociolinguistic variables in the target language which point
to considerable divergence with native speaker norms.
The findings will be discussed in relation to the potential
implications for foreign language teaching.

Larysa Nikolayeva

10:30 - 11:00 - 10 March
Room 1 - 02-L2-023 | Convention Center

The presentation is on a current research that aims to
help teaching practitioners at the undergraduate level to
adapt a text for the purpose of testing academic reading
and writing. The presentation provides a description for
the process of text adaptation which is done to make
selected reading texts suitable for the module (where the
texts are introduced to students), the type of the testing
items, students’ proficiency and cultural environment.
The presentation focuses on a number of areas in the
current study undergoing amendments such as text
length, vocabulary and terminology and style. Considering
these areas, the implications of the following strategies
are discussed: deletion and insertion; substitution and
omission; and transformation from informal to formal.

Patrick Painter

15:00 - 16:00 - 10 March
Room 6 - 02-L2-021 | Convention Center

It is widely accepted that the goal of language teaching
is “communicative language competence”. Competencies
consist of a set of essential skills, knowledge, attitudes,
and behaviour required for effective performance of a real-
world task or activity. The speaker will concentrate on how
to maximise the effectiveness of realistic and meaningful
input and suggest classroom techniques that will enable
this to be successfully turned into output. Ideas will be
given on how to structure lessons and learning, in general,
in such a way that students are provided with the support
they need to move forward and become self-confident,
autonomous participants in the learning process.
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Grant Hartley

15:30 - 16:00 - 10 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

The idea that literacy is a set of skills which can be
taught in the early years of schooling and then applied
to subsequent learning, has been challenged by Freebody
(2009). This presentation supports this position arguing
that students need to acquire two aspects in order to
achieve success within their fields of study. The first is an
awareness of the types of knowledge that are considered
legitimate in their field of study. This presentation will
approach this question by drawing on the work of Maton
(2014) highlighting the contributions of Legitimation
Code Theory, specifically the dimensions of semantics and
specialization, to the question of knowledge within fields
of practice. The second aspect is an awareness of the
language which helps to realize specific knowledge types
and activity within a field of practice. This presentation
will make use of systemic functional linguistics, specifically
the concept of register, as a theoretical framework in
order to address the question of language. By setting the
discussion within the field of Educational Technology, this
session will demonstrate practical activities for how both
aspects can be highlighted.

William Cook

14:30 - 15:00 - 10 March
F-GF-014 | F Wing

This paper investigates Arabic as a second language
education in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) through
the case of an Arabic language student who ultimately
acquires Gulf Pidgin Arabic instead of Modern Standard
Arabic or Khaleeji Arabic. The paper begins by outlining
the social and linguistic context of the UAE, exploring the
entanglementof neoliberal economic policy with Englishand
Arabic language policy realities in the country. This leads
to a discussion of how best to approach language policy
in this context which draws on Foucault’s (1978/2007)
discussions of neoliberal governmentality and Shohamy’s
(2006) notion of de facto language policy. The second half
of the paper analyzes data from a narrative case study of a
language student in the country. It describes the student’s
language learning trajectory, a product of more than ten
years of English and Arabic education in the UAE, and
illustrates both the obstacles and opportunities she faced.
The paper concludes with a discussion that connects the
student’s language learning experiences to her claims of
belonging and citizenship as well as to the broader social,
economic and language policy goals expressed by the UAE.
Implications for Arabic language education in the UAE are
discussed in the conclusion.

James Andrew Farmer

15:00 - 15:30 - 10 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

An increasingly globalized world provides opportunities
for learners of English to interact with other speakers of
English. However, many L2 students are often reluctant
to move beyond small talk and actively engage in more
substantial opinion-based discussions. Besides being
a hindrance to developing relationships, being unable
to participate in discussions could be disadvantageous
for students who wish to study abroad or work in the
global economy. One reason for this inhibition is that
many L2 learners are not equipped with the language
functions necessary to successfully participate in these
more demanding interactions. News-based content and
a discussion-driven approach to Content and Language
Integrated Learning (CLIL) classes can empower
students in discussions. Current news offers a rich well
of conversational topics while simultaneously building
their vocabulary and general knowledge. Moreover, as
news stories can encourage opinion-based discussions,
they are allow for the development of discussion skills
and, ultimately, student input. To achieve this, necessary
language functions are gradually introduced and practiced
throughout the course. This presentation provides a
practical description of how to scaffold such discussion-
appropriate language functions, as well as a method
to assess student performance and progress in group
discussions.
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Grace Amarachukwu Obaigbona

11:00 - 11:30 - 9 March
F-GF-014 | F Wing

Teaching and learning are two complementary and
interactive processes (Minder 2007). No teacher will teach
without at least the intention and hope that the learner
will learn. Despite public and scientific discourse about
learner-centered approaches, we can note that wide-spread
practice still relies on the motto “The teacher teaches the
learner something, which the teacher (or society) perceives
as necessary for the learner” (Huber 2014:407). The
learner and the teacher thus have interdependent roles
to enhance motivation in the learning of second language
acquisition but each must know his role in the teaching/
learning process so as to avoid misunderstandings. For
this presentation, we will discuss some of the evolutions
that have taken place in recent years in the respective
roles of teachers and learners and their relevance for
enhancing motivation in the French language acquisition
processes. The emphasis on proposing learning activities,
on interaction, authenticity, diversity, and on learner choice
and responsibility reflects a shift towards less teacher-
centered modes of teaching/learning. An examination
of hypothetically and empirically founded approaches to
this shift in language teaching and learning, as well as
motivational maintenance in a variety of teaching/learning
methods/approaches, techniques and strategies that could
enhance teaching effectiveness will be our focus.

Katherine Halet

11:30 - 12:00 - 10 March
Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center

This empirical research-orientated presentation explores
the concepts of teacher-educator pedagogical beliefs. This
study, being conducted for a doctoral degree, investigates
the relationship between teacher-educator beliefs about
the pedagogical decisions made by undergraduate second
language teacher educators in Argentina. Firstly, this
presentation will briefly examine the existing literature in
relation to teacher educator beliefs in addition to pedagogy
and pedagogical models in higher education. Secondly, the
qualitative methodology of this study will be discussed.
The data in this study has been obtained and triangulated
using autobiographical background interviews, classroom
observations, and semi-structured stimulated recall
interviews for each participant. Lastly, an overview of
the findings in the form of themes will be given. Many
significant themes related to the relationship between
teacher-educator pedagogical beliefs and the impact of
these beliefs on teaching and learning have emerged from
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this research project, such as classroom organization and
management, the importance of creating a comfortable
and secure teaching atmosphere, and the significance
of knowing one’s own limitations. It is hoped that this
presentation may offer useful observations for current
ESL/EFL practitioners who would like to develop further
professionally, particularly those who are interested in
learning more about their belief systems.

James Andrew Farmer

10:30 - 11:00 - 10 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

When chosen with care, news articles can be an effective
teaching resource in the EFL classroom. A well-designed
current news course provides students with relevant,
interesting, authentic, and, ultimately, motivating material.
However, instructors often adopt a hard Content and
Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach, and
although news articles are a rich source of vocabulary,
relatively little attention is given to vocabulary acquisition
in such classes. Activities often involve little more than
a matching activity with some quickly chosen vocabulary
at the beginning of class and/or a fill-in-the-blanks
activity. As expanding their vocabulary is a priority for
many students, frequency lists like the General Service
List (GSL) and Academic Word List (AWL) are an
important resource for instructors. Students also need
to be provided with repeated opportunities to see, recall,
and use new vocabulary both within and across lessons.
This presentation will underline the usefulness of taking
a soft CLIL approach to news-based classes with a focus
on enhancing vocabulary acquisition. The presentation will
provide advice on how to identify which vocabulary CLIL
students should concentrate on and why, as well as practical
lesson ideas to reinforce vocabulary retention rates.
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Fayez Sayed

11:30 - 12:00 - 10 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

The phrase, Mathematics is a language, is widely used
in the literature and is variably addressed with different
approaches and techniques. Sometimes mathematics is
considered to be a symbolic language or a sublanguage
etc. This work shows that mathematics has a linguistic
structure identical to that of world main languages.

The presence of a vast amount of research work in
this topic stems from the demanding need to address
challenges facing teaching and learning of mathematics.
In this study, the linguistic structure of mathematics is
investigated and linked to problem solving techniques.
This would have, if implemented, a great impact on the
teaching and learning of mathematics.

Rob Miles

13:00 - 13:30 | 8th March
Room 7 - 02-L2-022 | Convention Center

Teachers are, of course, central to student success.
Therefore, how we train teachers to teach is equally
important, especially in an environment where classroom
technology is central. This phenomenographic study aimed
to allow the different voices of teachers to come through
and look at their different experiences with professional
development. Rather than focus on how we think we are
training our teachers, how are they actually experiencing
the training we give them?

Rob Miles

15:00 - 15:30 - 10 March
Room 8 - 02-L2-030 | Convention Center

In April 2012 the Ministry for Higher Education in the UAE
mandated the introduction of iPads for all Foundations
students and faculty in the three Federal Institutions.
With the launch of over 14,000 iPads, this unique initiative
was expected to transform education for post-secondary
Emirati students. However, classroom observations
suggested that this transformation has not taken place.
As we approached the five-year anniversary, | decided
to investigate how the mobile learning iPad initiative
had impacted Foundations English teachers and their
classroom practice. While curriculum constraints have
limited the impact, the device has the potential to engage
students in collaborative tasks and assists in classroom
management, and | propose a potential two-dimensional
SAMR model.

Fiona Hartley

11:00 - 11:30 - 9 March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

When executed effectively, tasks provide a wealth of
opportunities for students to use the language they
have for meaningful communication. Through engaging
in tasks students can potentially develop their language
further. Being a firm believer of the benefits of task based
learning to language learning, the presenter investigated
students’ responses to doing tasks in class to enhance
language learning as opposed to presenting, practicing
and producing language in a general English class. The
presenter will first clarify her definition of a task and
highlight the strengths of tasks in terms of developing a
growth mindset (Dweck, 2006) among students, which can
promote success. She will then describe the mini-research
project she carried out, including some of the barriers
she had to overcome, before describing her findings and
discussing the way forward.

Fatma Said

11:00 - 11:30 - 9 March
Multipurpose Hall 2 - 02-L2-033 - | Convention Center

Supplementary (or complementary) schools in the UK, play
a major role in the teaching and transmission of heritage
minority languages (Li Wei, 2003; Creese et al., 2008).
Although there is research about these schools, there is
no study to date about the teaching of Arabic as a heritage
language in these schools. This study is one of the first to
report how Arabic is taught in three UK supplementary
schools. This paper focuses on the classroom practices
employed by teachers to teach formal Arabic; the data
was collected through video recorded lessons, and audio
recorded student and teacher interviews.

The data suggests that the teaching of a minority and
diglossic language like Arabic is complex and can be a
challenge for both teachers and students. However, the
findings affirm that these schools are effective resources
for teaching a minority language (formally) and supporting
transnational families to maintain their languages. The
classroom data illustrates that teachers predominantly
use the target language, repetition, re-casting, narratives
and plays in order to teach grammar and lexicon.

Further, the data also revealed that these schools play
a role in assisting the students to view language as a
resource and necessary skill in a globalised world.
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Mangala Jawaheer

11:30 - 12:00 - 10 March
F-GF-005 | F Wing

Research on teacher trainees’ perceptions about deep
learning approaches to literature teaching where the
curriculum is in transition is in its embryonic stage.
However, this should be an integral part of education
research since trainees represent the future generation of
educators to implement pedagogical change at grass root
level. Hence this case-study investigates how twelve EFL
teacher trainees in Mauritius perceive deep approaches
to learning in the teaching of literature under the
Reformed National Curriculum (2015). Under this revised
curriculum, the focus has shifted from developing learners’
knowledge about literature to developing learners’
knowledge of literature. This move instigates a paradigm
shift to deep approaches to learning where learners
intrinsically engage in a dynamic and reflexive process
of constructing, interpreting and reconstructing thinking
skills and knowledge. Under this revised curriculum, The
Mauritius Institute of Education is responsible in ensuring
that deep approaches to learning are being implemented
at training level. Hence, the participants were exposed to
deep approaches in the Literature Methodology module.
Methodologically, 1 semi-structured interview, reflexive
journaling and physical artefacts have been used as data
collection tools. Despite initial difficulties encountered, the
findings show how participants perceive deep approaches
to be in line with the Reformed National Curriculum.

Sally Kondos

15:00 - 15:30 - 9 March
Room 9 - 02-L2-031 | Convention Center

Formulaic sequences form an important part of the lexicon
(e.g. Martinez and Schmitt, 2012); they have been found
to be fundamental to the way language is used, processed,
and acquired mastering formulaic sequences have been
repeatedly cited in the literature (e.g. Durrant, 2008;
Wray, 2000). For example, Martinez and Schmitt (2012)
highlight four key benefits of formulaic sequences that
are also supported by empirical evidence; (1) making
up a large proportion of any discourse (e.g. 58.6% of
spoken text and 52.3% of written text; Erman and Warren
(2000); (2) they realise a multitude of meanings and
functions (e.g. signposts of discourse organization like
‘on the other hand’, and commonly believed truths such
as ‘money talks”); (3) they promote efficient and effective
communication as formulaic language is easier and faster
to understand and produce (e.g. Conklin and Schmitt,
2008; Jiang and Nekrasova, 2007); and (4) they enhance
productive fluency (e.g. Guz, 2014). The proven centrality
of this phenomenon to communication has called for
investigating its use by second/foreign language learners
whose effective and efficient language use highly relies on
adequate knowledge of formulaic language.

www.allt-uae.org

Rabia Mahmood

14:30 - 15:30 - 10 March
F-GF-005 | F Wing

The major goal of the workshop is to introduce the audience
to TBLT, its techniques, approaches and applications.
Essay writing is considered to be both difficult and boring
writing component for learners. Hence, this workshop will
help ESL practitioners to teach essay writing component
in an interesting, systematic and organized manner by
engaging learners in multiple task-based situations.
Starting with the discussion on TBLT, the workshop will
expand by presenting the step by step process of essay
writing to the audience. The audience will be engaged in
doing activities related to different steps in essay writing
e.g., writing the thesis statement, supporting it with
evidence, organizing and connecting the evidences and
revising for errors. The audience will be given sufficient
hand on practice in developing thesis statements from the
general and limited subjects. They will be given rubrics
to apply on their writing and improve the supporting
paragraphs for topic sentences that they developed in the
last step. Moving further, they will be practicing for writing
the introduction and conclusion parts of the essay by
following the checklist. The session will end by providing
learners with the guidelines for organising and revising
different parts of essays they developed during session.

Sharif Alghazo

10:30 - 11:001 9th March
F-GF-008 | F Wing

Pronunciation pedagogy has until recently been a
neglected area in second language research, particularly
with respect to empirical classroom enquiry. This study
explores pronunciation teaching techniques used in
Jordanian EFL classrooms by observing classes at a
provincial university setting. It was found that the
approach adopted in pronunciation classrooms in this
context was a traditional, bottom-up one. Teachers were
observed to employ three predominant techniques: drilling,
explanation and feedback. The most common of these was
drilling, in the forms of ‘listen and repeat’ and ‘minimal
pairs’. Techniques observed in this study were classified
and compared with frameworks created by three leading
pronunciation scholars, thus providing a unique insight
into the pronunciation practices of Arabic-speaking EFL
teachers in a Middle Eastern context.
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Tiffany Cammidge | Pamela Johnson
Alliya Anderson

12:00 - 12:30 - 10 March
F-GF-004 | F Wing

Education is transforming more rapidly than ever and so
must professional development (PD), which is an essential
component to fostering informed and effective integration
of technology in the classroom. There was a time when PD
mostly meant attending workshops hosted by colleagues,
but today there is a much wider variety of learning resources
available for educators. In this presentation, participants
will gain insight into an array of alternative avenues for
PD, with a focus on integrating educational technology.
For instance, online courses that offer digital badges,
credentials or certificates for mastering skills and utilizing
instructional technology will be explored. Additionally,
SoTL research will be discussed as a central strategy
to encouraging interdisciplinary collaboration between
departments and institutions while determining whether
technology integration and PD programs that support
it are resulting in improved outcomes for learners. With
online courses, videos, SoTL projects, and transferrable
certificate services, individuals and institutions can create
customized professional development certificate programs
that directly serve the needs of their students and faculty.

Amr El Zarka

16:00 - 17:00 | 8th March
Room 2 - 02-L2-024 | Convention Center

Learning a second language is not an easy task. Throughout
the learning journey, learners make errors and have their
errors corrected by their teachers, until they learn this
second language. This study attempts to investigate the
pronunciation errors of the native Arabic learners, who are
learning English as a second language. This study focuses
on the pronunciation errors that result from the impact of
the vernacular dialects of the native speakers of Arabic.
These errors are investigated through contrastive and
error analysis studies shedding the light on the Arabic
linguistic input that causes this first language transfer
and the repair strategies that the learners attempt to
implement to overcome these pronunciation problems.

Sonia Batra, Nazila Motahari

12:00 - 12:30 - 8 March
Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center

Translation used to be the basis of language learning
for many years but after the appearance of new
methodologies it was archived as not effective along with
other ‘traditional’ tools such as dictation, reading aloud
and drills.. However, recently there has been a new interest
in using it as a communicative tool in the classroom. The
aim of this presentation is to give teachers an effective
new way to make students implement their language
skills by using translation. It will also look at some of
the possible benefits of using translation as an activity
in communicative classrooms. To conclude, some of the
challenges of this method will be discussed, too.

Hardeep Anant | Kaia DeMatteo

12:30 - 13:00 - 8 March
Room 5 - 02-L2-020 | Convention Center

With the increased demand for a globally competitive
degree, the amount of non-native English speaking
(NNES) students pursuing a degree in English has
increased in the United Arab Emirates and worldwide over
the past decade. NNES college students encounter unique
challenges in succeeding in this environment, and many
faculty are not equipped with strategies to support their
diverse learning needs. Scaffolding is one technique that
has been particularly effective in bridging the learning
gap of non-native English speakers by breaking down
lessons into smaller fragments for students to grasp the
material. This presentation focuses on the challenges
faced by NNES students pursuing a degree in English
and how scaffolding helps address those challenges. It
highlights specific examples of two instructors who have
applied scaffolding with students of various competency
levels in diverse academic and cultural contexts. The
presentation also seeks to create a space for dialogue to
engage multiple perspectives, conceptualize themes for
further research, and explore techniques for faculty to
apply scaffolding with students across multiple disciplines,
thereby enhancing the effectiveness of teaching for NNES
students in tertiary education.

www.allt-uae.org
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Radoslaw Janik

12:00 - 12:30 - 8 March
Room 3 - 02-L2-025 | Convention Center

The presentation juxtaposes the ‘old’ and the ‘new’
approaches to evidence-based practice the teachers
perform when in the classroom. The understanding of
reflective practice through systematic data gathering
and processing in small scale research activities and
their impact on the quality of student learning cannot
be overstated. The subject area faces a challenge in the
understanding of teacher practice through data-driven
approaches, which is often overlooked in the process of
data gathering and analytical capabilities of schools and,
by extension, the education systems. Since it is the task
of the teacher to provide quality teaching, the research
and information gathering element is left to other entities
that then inform the educational bodies about the changes
and offer solutions to practices and materials employed
in the classroom to spark improvement. The proposed
approach here is to engage the teachers in the process
of understanding and providing the rise in awareness,
appropriate tools, skills and knowledge to engage in small-
scale research projects that equip them with information
they can, in turn, transform and reshape into tangible and
actionable practices that improve their understanding
of their students and improve the quality of educational
processes. The approach discussed here is context and
language neutral.

Ping Wang

10:30 - 11:00 |1 9th March
F-GF-013 | F Wing

The aim of th